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THE    JUGOSLAVS    IN    FUTURE 
EUROPE. 

The  Jugoslavs. 

The  Jugoslav  question  constitutes  an  integral  part  of 
the  formidable  European  problem  which  will  have  to 
be  solved  by  the  future  peace.  Even  if  she  wished  it, 
Great  Britain  could  not  withdraw  her  interest  from  the 
Jugoslavs.  Every  Serb  soldier,  every  Croat  or  Slovene 
volunteer,  who  dies  a  hero's  death  in  defence  of  Serbia, 
sheds  his  blood  not  only  for  his  own  national  cause,  but 
also  for  that  of  Great  Britain — just  as  the  splendid 
Tommy  is  not  only  fighting  for  the  sacred  soil  of  his  own 
native  land,  but  also  for  ours  as  well.  We  are  all  fight- 
ing for  common  aims,  and  we  are  all  expecting  our 
victory  to  bring  forth  a  better  future. 

Now,  what  is  the  Jugoslav  question?  And,  first  of 
all,  who  .are  the  Jugoslavs,  and  what  do  they  want? 

The  Jugoslavs  are  the  Southern  Slavs.  "  Jug  "  is  the 
word  for  "  South  "  in  the  Slav  languages.  In  history 
the  Jugoslavs  appear  under  three  names — Croats,  Serbs 
and  Slovenes.  But  these  are  not  three  different  nation- 
alities. Sprung  from  the  same  origin,  speaking  the  siame 
language,  inhabiting  a  continuous  territory,  having 
identical  customs  and,  above  all,  identical  national 
aspirations,  the  Serbs,  the  Croats  and  the  Slovenes  are 
one  single  nation,  designated  by  one  common  name — the 
Jugoslav. 
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The  Bulgars  do  not  look   upon   themselves   as  Slavs. 

Their  greatest  poet,  Cyril  Hristov,  boasts  of  it.  When 

he    signs    his    poems    he    adds    to    his    name    the  words 
"  Tartai^o-Bulgar." 

However,  in  spite  of  themselves,  they  are  Slavs,  or 
rather  slavisized.  Still,  they  remained  Tartars  in  spirit. 
They  remain  outside  the  Jugoslav  family.  Thus  our 
appellation  "  Jugoslavs,"  embracing  as  it  does  the  Serbs, 
Croats  and  Slovenes  to  the  exclusion  of  the  Bulgars, 
possesses  no  real  ethnical  significance.  It  is  a  purely 
political  expression. 

It  was  during  the  lapse  of  time  from  the  5th  to  the 
7th  century  that  the  Jugoslavs  migrated  from  the  trans- 
Carpathian  regions  into  their  present  home. 

They  number  about  fourteen  million — five  million  live 
in  Serbia  and  Montenegro,  seven-iand-a-half  million  in 
Austria-Hungary,  and  about  one-and-a-half  million  are 
living — for  the  greater  part  temporarily — in  the  two 
Americas  and  the  British  colonies  and  dominions.  Others 
are  settled  in  Northern  Albania,  in  Greece  they  reach  as 
far  south  as  Salouica,  in  Bulgaria  as  far  as  the  river 
Iskra  and  the  Perin  Mountains.  About  40,000  Jugo- 
slavs dwell  in  the  Kingdom  of  Italy.  I  mention  this 
merely  as  a  matter  of  fact.  We  do  not  claim  our  kins- 
men in  Italy.     They  are  lost  for  Jugoslavia. 

The  western  part  of  the  Jugoslav  territory  in  Austria- 
Hungary  is  occupied  by  the  Slovenes,  the  centre  by  the 
Croats,  the  east  by  the  Serbs.  But  this  is  only  a  general 
statement.     As  a  matter  of  fact  the  Croat  and  Slovene 
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elements  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Serb  and  Croat  on  the 
other  are  intermingled  in  the  various  eountries. 

The  various  Jugoslav  States.  The  Slovenes  were 
the  first  who  succeeded  in  founding  an  independent  State. 
The  ninth  century  saw  the  birth  of  a  Croatian  and  a 
Serbian  State.  The  Slovenes  were  the  first  to  succumb 
to  Charlemagne  in  778.  The  Croats  elected  the  King  of 
Hungary  to  be  their  king,  after  the  extinction  of  their 
native  dynasty  in  1102.  Serbia,  which  reached  its  zenith 
under  Tsar  Dusan,  was  definitely  conquered  by  the  Turks 
in  1459.  The  kingdom  of  Bosnia  lost  its  independence  to 
Turkey  four  years  later.  The  Slovenes  and  Croats  fell 
finally  under  the  Austrian  domination,  the  Serbs  under 
the  Turkish. 

The  whole  of  Jugoslav  history  is  full  of  struggles 
against  Germans,  Magyars,  Turks  and  Yenetians.  These 
perpetual  conflicts  with  their  invaders  and  oppressors 
have  prevented  them  from  achieving  their  unification. 

Awakening  of  the  National  Consciousness. 

The  French  Revolution,  so  fertile  in  generous  ideas, 
awakened  their  national  consciousness.  It  gave  the 
impulse  to  the  insurrection  under  Karagjorgje  in  1804 
and  to  the  resurrection  of  Serbia.  It  inspired  Napoleon 
with  the  idea  of  realising  the  partial  unification  of  the 
Jugoslavs  by  uniting  Dalmatia,  Istria  with  Trieste, 
Carinthia,  Carniola,  Gorica-Gradiska  and  part  of  Croatia 
into  one  administrative  unit  under  the  name  of  the 
Provinces  lllyriennes ,  a  name  derived  from  the  ancient 
inhabitants  of  the  Balkans,  who  were  erroneously  looked 
upon  as  the  ancestors  of  the  Jugoslavs.     This  unification. 
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altbough  very  temporary  (1807-1815),  represents  one  of 
the  most  precious  pages  in  our  modern  history.  After 
centuries  of  oppression,  the  French  introduced  our  native 
tongue  in  the  schools  and  public  life  in  our  country. 

The  Napoleonic  experiment  was  followed  in  the  thirties 
of  the  last  century  by  another  movement  for  Jugoslav 
unification,  known  as  the  Illyrian  movement.  It  was  in 
the  end  suppressed  by  the  Austrian  government,  and 
Ljudevit  Gaj,  its  originator,  was  cast  into  prison. 

The  nearer  we  come  to  our  own  day,  the  stronger  grows 
the  national  spirit  and  the  more  ardent  the  desire  for 
union. 


Croatia  handed  over  to  the  Magyars. 

After  the  Austrian  defeat  at  Sadowa,  the  Germano- 
Magyars  share  between  them  the  domimation  of  the  other 
nationalities  in  the  Babsburg  Monarchy.  Croatia- 
Slavonia  was  allotted  to  the  Magyars.  A  bilateral 
treaty  concluded  between  the  latter  and  the  Croats  guar- 
anteed a  large  (autonomy  to  Croatia.  Unfortunately,  this 
treaty  was  never  anything  more  to  the  Magyars  than  a 
**  scrap  of  paper." 

As  I  have  mentioned  this  treaty — the  Nagoda  or  Com- 
promise of  18G8 — permit  me  in  passing  to  give  you  one 
instance  out  of  la  thousand  of  the  bad  faith  of  the 
Magyars,  the  favourites  and  accomplices  of  the  Habs- 
burgs.  You  will  see  from  it  what  is  the  life  of  the  Jugo- 
slavs under  the  yoke  of  the  Habsburgs  in  general  and  the 
Magyars  in  particular. 
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During  the  course  of  the  conferences  which  were  to  lead 
to  the  compact  between  the  Croats  and  the  Magyars,  the 
latter  being  without  sea-board,  demanded  for  themselves 
the  town  of  Rijeka  (Fiume),  and  the  Croats  flatly  refused; 
because  Rijeka  is  as  Croatian  as  Liverpool  is  British. 
Nothing  remained  but  to  place  on  record  the  non-succesa 
of  the  negotiations  with  regard  to  Rijeka,  and  this  was 
done  in  Article  6G  of  the  Compact.  The  Compact  itself 
was  to  be  drawn  up  in  two  identical  originals,  the  one  in 
Croatian,  passed  by  the  Croatian  Parliament,  the  other 
in  the  Magyar  tongue,  and  passed  by  the  Miagyar  Parlia- 
ment.   Both  originals  bear  the  signature  of  the  Sovereign. 

The  Director  of  the  National  Archives  in  Zagreb  pub- 
lished an  official  edition  of  the  Croiato-Magyar  Compro- 
mise with  a  facsimile  of  Article  66,  as  it  appears  in  the 
original  text  of  the  Statute.  This  article  of  the  Statute 
is  written  on  a  slip  of  paper  which  is  pasted  over  the 
primitive  text  (See  fig.  1).  The  superposed  text  defines 
Rijeka  as  a  possession  of  the  Hungarian  Crown,  while 
the  text  beneiath,  which  was  passed  by  the  Croatian 
Parliament,  simply  records  the  non-success  of  the  negoti- 
ations with  regard  to  Rijeka.  The  superposed  text  corres- 
ponds with  the  text  of  the  Magyar  original  which  is 
preserved  in  the  Archives  of  Budapest. 

Thus  Francis  Joseph  has  sanctioned  two  different  texts 
of  one  and  the  same  law,  an  action  which  in  private  life 
would  constitute  .an  act  of  blatant  swindling.  The 
Magyars  subsequentlj'^  found  means  to  have  a  slip  of 
paper  pasted  over  the  primitive  text  of  Article  66  of  the 
Croatian  law  with  a  text  signifying  the  direct  opposite 
and  in  accordance  with  their  covetous  desires.  On  the 
strength   of   this  impudently   falsified   law   the   Magyars 
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appropriated  Rijeka  and  ejected  the  Croatian  autborities. 
To-day  there  is  not  one  Croatian  school  in  this  town, 
althoug-h  it  is  an  integral  part  of  our  territorial 
patrimony. 


Progress  of  the  Jugoslav  Idea. 

In  the  meantime  the  idea  of  unification  progressed 
steadily  and  beciame  the  programme  of  the  whole  Jugo- 
slav nation.  Already  in  1869  the  Croatian  Parliament 
unanimously  proclaimed  the  political  identity  and  equal- 
ity of  the  Serbs  and  Croats,  and  even  passed  a  resolution 
whereby  the  Serbo-Croat  language  was  in  future  to  be 
officially  styled  the  Jugoslav  language.  That  same  year 
a  Congress  of  the  most  notable  Croatian,  Slovene  and 
Serbian  patriots  in  Ljubljana,  the  political  and  intellect- 
ual centre  of  the  Slovene  lands,  with  boundless  enthu- 
siasm proclaimed  the  unity  of  all  the  Jugoslavs. 

The  most  illustrious  propagators  of  the  Jugoslav  idea 
in  modern  times  were  the  Croatian  Bishop  Strossniayer 
(fig.  2),  the  founder  of  the  Jugoslav  Academy  of  Science 
and  Art  and  of  the  Zagreb  University,  and  his  friend 
Prince  Michael  of  Serbia,  with  whose  tragic  death  (1868) 
collapsed  his  great  plans  with  regard  to  the  unification 
of  our  nation. 

Since  then  all  our  national  life  has  been  impregnated 
with  the  Jugoslav  idea.  But  the  more  this  idea  pro- 
gressed, the  more  it  excited  the  persecuting  fury  of  the 
Germans  and  Magyars,  who — with  good  reason,  by  the 
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way — looked    upon    it    as    highly    diangerous     to    their 
hegemony. 

The  last  thirty  or  forty  years  of  our  history  are  nothing 
but  a  fierce  and  unremitting  fight  on  the  part  of  the 
Austro-Hungarian  authorities  against  the  irresistible 
JufiTOslav  movement. 


The  Hostile  Policy  of  the  Habsburgi. 

A  few  facts  will  mate  it  clear  what  a  diabolical  policy 
the  Habsburgs  have  pursued  with  regard  to  the  tendency 
towards  unification  displayed  by  their  Jugoslav  subjects. 

A  mere  glance  at  a  map  shows  that  the  Jugoslav  lands 
under  the  Habsburg  rule  form  one  continuous,  unbroken, 
territorial  block.  Now,  this  block  is  shared  between  the 
two  halves  of  the  Monarchy  and  incidentally  sub-divided 
under  eleven  administrations  and  fourteen  different 
legislations. 

These  eleven  separate  administrations  are :  (1)  Croatia- 
Slavonia,  (2)  Rijeka  (Fiume,  "corpus  separatum"), 
(3)  Dalmatia,  (4)  Istria,  (5)  the  city  and  district  of 
Trieste,  (6)  Gorica-GradiSka,  (7)  Carniola,  (8)  Carinthia, 
(9)  Styria,  (10)  the  Southern  Slav  districts  incorporated 
in  Hungary  proper,  and  (11)  Bosnia-Hercegovina. 
Croatia-Slavonia  having  complete  autonomy  in  Home 
affairs,  Justice,  Public  instruction  and  ecclesiastical 
matters,  has  an  independent  legislation  with  regard  to 
these.     The  Southern  SLav  districts  in  Hungary,   being 
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under  direct  Hungarian  rule,  share  the  legislation  of 
Hungary  proper.  Eijeka  has  but  a  Municipal  Council. 
All  provinces  belonging  to  Austria  send  deputies  to  the 
Vienna  Reichsrat,  while  Croatia-Slavonia  has  for  her 
common  affiairs  with  Hungary  a  common  legislation  in 
the  Parliament  of  Budapest,  this  Parliament  being  both 
a  provincial  Diet  for  Hungary  and  a  common  Diet  for 
all  the  countries  of  St.  Stephen's  Crown,  i.e.  Hungary 
proper  and  Croatia-Slavonia.  Besides  this,  there  are  the 
Austrian  and  Magyar  Delegations  for  the  Common  Affairs 
of  the  whole  Monarchy. 


Divide  et  impera. 

Even  more  complicated  than  this  territorial  and  admi- 
nistrative division  is  the  judicial,  educational  and  eccles- 
iastical partition,  the  maritime  service,  railway  and 
tariff  policy.  Some  examples  miay  illustrate  the  matter. 
The  town  of  Rijeka,  being  an  integral  part  of  Croatia, 
has  both  her  Superior  Courts  at  Budapest.  Of  the  Aus- 
trian Jugoslav  provinces  some  have  their  own  Courts  of 
Appeal,  others  have  them  jointly.  The  High  Court  for 
all  of  them  is  in  Vienna.  The  power  (usurped)  of  the 
Governor  of  Rijeka  extends  to  the  Croatian  coast.  The 
maritime  administration  of  Trieste  includes  the  whole 
Austrian  Coast,  Dalmatia  and  the  isles. 

The  only  Jugoslav  university  in  Austria-Hungary  is 
in  Zagreb  (Croatia).  Now,  the  examinations  of  this  uni- 
versity not  being  acknowledged  in  Austria,  the  Austrian 
Jugoslavs  are  practically  excluded  from  their  own  and 
only  university.     They  must  pass  their  exiaminations  in 
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Austrian  universities,  in  German  or  Italian.  (There  are 
Italian  boards  of  examiners  at  Graz  and  Innsbruck — an 
illustration,  by  the  way,  of  the  supposed  oppression  in 
Austria  of  the  Italians  for  the  benefit  of  the  Jugoslavs!) 

The  Archbishopric  of  Zagreb  includes  some  Jugoslav 
regions  in  Southern  Hungary  (Medjumurje).  The  Serbian 
orthodox  Bishop  of  Zadar,  Dalmatia,  depends  hierarchic- 
ally on  the  orthodox  Archbishop  of  Czernowic,  in  Buko- 
wina,  where  there  are  no  Serbs  at  all.  The  Court  of 
Appeal  for  Croiatia  in  the  matrimonial  matters  of  Roman 
Catholics  (judged  by  ecclesiastical  Tribunals)  is  in  Hun- 
gary, the  third  instance  being  Rome. 

The  greater  part  of  the  railw^ay  system  in  the  so-called 
territories  of  the  Hungarian  Crown  (including  Croatia- 
Slavonia)  converges  in  Budapest,  thus  keeping  Croatia 
away  from  the  natural  markets  for  her  agricultural  pro- 
ducts. Croatia  has  no  railway  communications  with 
Dalmatia  and  her  connection  with  the  Austrian  centres 
is  disgraceful.  To  avoid  any  prejudice  to  the  export  of 
Hungarian  products  to  Austria,  the  export  from  Croatia 
is  rendered  altogether  impossible.  On  the  other  hand, 
by  this  railway  system  Croatia  is  forced  to  buy  the  trash 
"  made  in  Hungary." 

But  that  is  not  all.  What  little  industry  and  trade 
Croatia  possesses  is  paralysed  by  an  astute  combination 
of  transport  tariffs  which  renders  any  competition  with 
Hungary  impossible.  Thus  from  almost  any  Croatian 
station  on  the  railway  line  Budapest-Rijeka  the  transport 
of  goods  to  Rijeka  is  more  expensive  than  the  freight 
from  Budapest  to  Rijeka.  From  the  city  of  Osijek 
(Slavonia)    the   manufacturers   are    obliged    to   send    the 


12        THE  JUGOSLAVS   IN  FUTURE  EUROPE. 

goods  bound  for  Sarajevo  (Bosnia)  by  the  enormiously 
roundabout  way  of  Budapest,  in  order  to  economise  on 
the  freight. 

The  object  of  this  parcelling-  out  was  to  divide  the 
Jugoslav  nation,  which  is  one,  by  a  series  of  watertight 
compartments,  so  as  to  estrange  us  each  from  the  other, 
and  to  prevent  our  unification. 

The  result  was  finally  the  very  opposite  of  what  was 
intended.  The  more  the  Jugoslavs  have  been  artifically 
divided  the  more  they  became  conscious  of  the  absolute 
necessity  to  unite.  Seeing  on  the  one  hand  the  con- 
tinuous block  of  their  territory,  and  on  the  other  the 
cunning  contrivances  of  their  enemies  to  separate  them, 
it  was  quite  natural  that  the  eagerness  of  the  Jugoslavs 
for  their  union  at  last  became  irresistible. 


Magyar  Misrule  in  Croatia. 

The  maximum  of  misrule  is  represented  by  the  Magyar 
count  Khuen  Hedervary,  who,  as  Ban  or  Viceroy  of 
Croatia,  martyred  Croatia  for  twenty  years,  from  1883 
to  1903. 

Khuen  was  a  type  of  a  Magyar  satrap.  He  inaugurated 
his  regime  by  stealing  important  historical  documents 
from  the  National  Archives  at  Zagreb.  By  night  and 
secretly  he  forwarded  three  carts  carrying  deeds  from 
these  archives  to  the  Magyar  archives  of  Budapest.  In 
the  Zagreb   Parliament  there  was  therefore   a.  storm  of 
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indignation,  and  Khuen  was  literally  kicked  out  of  the 
House  by  two  members,  David  Starcevic  and  Josip 
Grzanid. 

The  result  was  that  the  stolen  deeds  remained  at  Buda- 
pest, but  the  two  members  were  imprisoned  and  sentenced 
to  severe  penalties  for  having  **  tried  "  to  assault  the 
Ban.  Another  member,  G.  TuSkan,  was  sentenced  to 
eight  months'  imprisonment  for  "  perjury,"  having  had 
the  courage  to  testify  in  Court  that  Khuen  had  really 
been  kicked  out  by  the  deputies  in  question,  I  was 
counsel  for  the  prisoners,  who  were  my  colleagues  in 
Parliament  and  my  friends. 

For  this  theft  the  Emperor-King  bestowed  upon  Count 
Khuen  his  highest  distinction,  the  Order  of  the  Golden 
Fleece. 

The  whole  reign  of  the  Magyar  Count  was  one  of  un- 
paralleled lawlessness,  terrorism  and  corruption.  The 
elections  for  the  Sabor  (Diet)  were  made  by  gendarmes 
and  troops,  many  with  bloodshed.  The  Magyar  name 
was  so  hated  that  Magyar  flags  in  many  places  were 
publicly  burned  and  Miagyar  public  offices  attacked. 

The  storm,  which  had  been  brewing  for  a  long  time, 
burst  suddenly  with  a  violence  that  was  fraught  with 
danger.  In  various  Croatian  districts  unrest  quickly 
degenerated  into  revolt.  The  repression  was  extremely 
severe.  There  were  many  dead  and  wounded,  and  the 
prisons  were  crowded.  The  detested  Magyar  governor 
quitted  the  country  secretly  and  in  haste.  But,  of  course, 
more  Austriaco  rewarded  for  his  crimes — Count  Khuen 
was  appointed  Prime  Minister  of  Hungary. 
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Dalmatia  and  the  other  Jugoslav  oountries  sponta- 
neously joined  the  Croatian  movement,  the  results  of 
which  manifested  themselves  in  1905  in  a  coalition  of 
all  political  parties,  both  Serbian  and  Croatian,  proclaim- 
ing afresh  the  indissoluble  unity  of  the  two  branches  of 
the  nation.  This  coalition  rapidly  took  root  in  other 
Jugoslav  countries  as  well ;  it  embraced  almost  the  total 
of  that  part  of  our  nation  which  is  under  the  Germano- 
Magj-ar  yoke.  The  principle  of  unity  became  a  national 
dogma  for  the  whole  nation. 


The  New  Era. 

Meantime,  most  important  events  had  taken  place  in 
Serbia,  in  1903.  The  accession  of  Peter  Karagjorgjevid 
to  the  Serbian  throne  hastened  the  amazing  renascence 
of  the  little  kingdom,  moral,  military  and  economic. 
And  it  became  apparent  that  Serbia  tea's  destined  to  play 
the  part  of  the  Jugoslav  Piedmont. 

The  realisation  of  Jugoslav  unity  presented  itself  under 
two  alternatives :  it  could  be  laccomplished  either  within 
or  without  the  borders  of  the  Austro  -  Hungarian 
Monarchy.  In  the  former  case,  the  two  independent 
Jugoslav  States — Serbia  and  Montenegro — would  enter 
the  orbit  of  the  Danubian  Dual  Monarchy,  where  the 
Jugoslav  countries  would  constitute  a  third  State  beside 
Austria  and  Hungary.  This  idea  of  a  solution  by  a 
Trialisra  has  been  attributed  to  the  late  hereditary  Arch- 
duke Francis  Ferdinand,  but  obviously  without  founda- 
tion, a«  such  a  course  would  be  entirely  opposed  to  th« 
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Anti-Slav  sentiments  of  the  Habsburgs,  who  have  always 
looked  upon  themselves  as  German  princes.  As  such, 
they  have  handed  over  their  Slav  subjects  on  the  one 
hand  to  the  Austrian  Germans,  and  on  the  other  to  the 
Magyars.  Moreover,  we  have  now  for  a  long  time 
already  seen  them  chained  to  the  car  of  their  conquerors 
and  one-time  rivals,  the  Hohenzollerns.  How  then 
could  they  be  credited  with  a  Slav  policy? 


Austria-Hungary's  Domestic  Persecutions  and 
Foreign  Campaign. 

Thus  there  remained  only  the  possibility  of  Jugoslav 
unification  outside  Austro-Hungary — a  direct  menace  to 
the  territorial  integrity  of  the  Dual  Monarchy,  which  it 
prepared  itself  to  obviate  by  taking  action  against  the 
two  centres  of  the  movement,  one  of  which  lay  within 
its  borders  among  the  Austro-Hungarian  Jugoslavs,  and 
the  other  without,  viz.  the  Kingdom  of  Serbia.  Thence 
the  pitiless  persecutions  of  the  former,  and  the  implacable 
war,  both  diplomatic  and  economic,  upon  the  latter. 

Austria's  domestic  policy  of  persecution  manifested 
itself  in  innumerable  high  treason  trials,  of  which  the 
Zagreb  Trial  and  another,  known  as  the  Friedjung  case, 
are  the  most  notorious  but  by  no  means  the  most  infamous 
instances.  Both  in  the  one  case  and  in  the  other  the 
proceedings  were  carried  on  with  the  help  of  false  wit- 
nesses in  Government  pay,  and  with  forged  documents. 
Having  been  closely  connected  with  these  cases,  I  will 
give   a   particularly   edifying   instance,    culled    from   the 
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extensive  collection  of  Government  infamies  they  repre- 
sent. 

Professor  Eriedjung,  one  of  the  hirelings  of  the  press 
in   the  service   of   the  Ministry   for  Foreign   Affairs   in 
Vienna,   publicly  accused  the  Serbian   Government  and 
Royal  Family  of  having  with  hard  cash  corrupted  the 
leaders  of  the  Serbo-Croat  Coalition  with  the  object  of 
provoking  unrest  in  the  Southern  Slav  provinces  in  the 
interests  of  Serbia.     The  author  of  the  libel  pretended  to 
possess  written  proof  derived  from  the  Ministry  for  For- 
eign Affairs  in  Belgrade.     The  accusation  gave  rise  to  a 
lawsuit  in  which  it  wa's  proved  that  all  these  documents 
were  gross  forgeries,  vianufacMired  in  the  offices  of  the 
Austro  -  Hungarian  Legation  in  Belgrade  by  two  secre^ 
taries  of  the  Legation  and  under  the  patronage  of  the 
Austro-Hungarian  Minister  himself.       Please  commit  to 
your   memories   the   name   of   this  diplomatic   swindler. 
He  was  subsequently  a  part-author  of  the  ultimatum  to 
Serbia  in  July,   1914.     "Whenever  you  hear  of  a  diplo- 
matic infamy,  his  name  may  emerge  from  the  mud;  he 
is  a  Magyar,  and  his  name  is  Count  Forgach. 

Thus  Austria  -  Hungary  was  conducting  a  remorseless 
cctTupaign,  on  the  one  hand,  against  her  own  Jugoslav 
subjects,  and  on  the  other  hand  against  Serbia, 
both  with  the  object  of  crushing  the  movement  for 
Jugoslav  unification.  The  achievement  of  this  uni- 
fication would  perforce  destroy  the  hegemony  of  the 
Germano-Magyars,  and  these  were  not  in  the  least  dis- 
posed to  abdicate.  Moreover,  from  the  point  of  view  of 
foreign  politics,  the  territorial  integrity  of  the  Habs- 
burg  Monarchy  was  endangered  by  the  attraction  Serbia 
possessed   for  the  Jugoslavs  who  were  oppressed  by  the 


THE  JUGOSLAVS   IN  FUTURE   EUROPE.        17 

Germano-Magyars.  Finally,  and  above  all  things, 
Serbia  was  blocking  the  way  for  Austria-Hungary's  ex- 
pansion towards  Salonica.  This  wiay  leads  through  the 
valleys  of  the  Morava  and  the  Vardar.  Serbia  had 
therefore  to  become  an  Austrian  vassal,  or — to  disappear. 

But  it  was  not  only  in  Austria-Hungary  that  the  storm 
was  brewing  against  Serbia;  the  home  of  the  tempest  lay 
farther  off. 


Austria-Hungary  pushed  on  by  Germany. 

To-day  one  can  clearly  see  Bismarck's  idea,  when  he 
refused  to  touch  Austria  after  the  victory  of  Sadowa. 
Prussia  proposed  to  absorb  her  completely  later  on. 
Germany  was  thrusting  Austria  towards  the  Aegean,  but 
she  considered  her  only  as  an  extension  of  her  own  hand. 
In  this  spirit,  and  as  the  first  stage  on  the  road  to  the 
East,  she  caused  Bosnia-Hercegovina  to  be  allotted  to 
Austria  by  the  treaty  of  Berlin. 

Germany  was  therefore  to  a  very  great  extent  more  or 
less  interested  in  everything  that  happened  in  Austria- 
Hungary  and  in  all  that  concerned  her.  The  Jugoslav 
movement,  which  threatened  her  domestic  peace,  might 
weaken  Austria  -  Hungary's  military  strength,  which 
Germany  was  planning  to  make  use  of  at  the  proper  time. 
Therefore  Germany  desired  the  war  with  Serbia  in  order 
to  preserve  Austria  from   the  loss  of  military   strength 
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with  which  she  was  threatened  by  the  Jugoslav  move- 
ment, and  also  in  order  to  eliminate,  by  the  crushing  of 
Serbia,  the  principal  obstacle  to  her  Pan  -  German 
ambition. 


The  Sarajevo  Murder. 

The  assassination  of  the  Arch-Duke  Francis  Ferdinand 
was  a  welcome  pretext  for  letting  loose  the  war  upon 
Serbia.  The  Socialist  Liebknecht,  criticising  the 
methods  employed  by  German  school  teachers  to  instil 
hatred  against  the  Allies  into  the  minds  of  their  pupils, 
declared  that  it  would  be  better  to  explain  to  them  the 
true  causes  of  the  war.  "  They  would  have  to  he  told," 
cried  the  Deputy,  **  that  certain  German  circles  hailed 
the  assassination  at  Sarajevo  as  a  gift  from  God." 

The  priest  Locali,  leader  of  the  Transylvanian 
Roumanians,  promised  on  his  part,  in  an  address  by 
which  he  introduced  himself  to  the  deputation  of  the 
Roumanian  Chamber  in  December,  1915,  to  publish 
documentary  proof  showing  that  Count  Tisza  and  certain 
officials  were  responsible  for  the  crime. 

According  to  a  recent  notice  of  the  Berlin  Lokalan- 
zeiger,  an  organ  of  the  German  Foreign  Office,  the  Ger- 
man military  authorities  have  "  discovered  "  in  the 
Serbian  archives  at  Ni§  documents  containing  plans  for 
the  murder  of  the  late  Austro-Hungarian  Heir-Apparent 
and  *'  the  names  of  several  Serbian  Officers  who  partici- 
pated in  the  plot."  One  of  these,  the  Colonel  Radakovid, 
whom   the-se    documents   denounced    as    accessory    to    the 
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Sarajevo  murder,  was  arrested  in  the  concentration  camp 
of  Grodig,  near  Salzburg,  and  was  sont  to  the  military 
prison  of  Salzburg  to  await  his  trial  before  the  Sarajevo 
Military  Tribunal. 

Evidently  the  whole  history  of  these  documents  is  an 
impudent  invention,  and  if  documents  have  really  been 
"  discovered  "  they  are  surely  forged  like  those  exposed 
in  the  famous  Friedjung  trial.  Can  you,  after  all, 
imagine  such  naive  murderers  as  to  record  on  paper  and 
preserve  in  the  State  archives  the  scheme  of  the  assassina- 
tion of  the  Heir  -  Apparent  of  'a  neighbouring  mighty 
Empire? 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Archduke  had  no  friends  any- 
where. The  Magyars  in  especial  feared  him  because  of 
his  supposed  trialistic  leanings.  At  court  his  wife,  a 
former  maid-of-honour  to  an  Archduchess,  was  nick- 
named the  ''  servant  girl."  It  was  feared  that  she  would 
become  Empress  and  her  son  eventually  be  Emperor.  It 
is  well  known  that  Francis  Ferdinand  was  more  than 
unbalanced;  in  fact,  a  maniac.  The  Czech  journal  Czas 
one  day  related,  in  a  thinly  disguised  fashion,  that  in  his 
castle  in  Konopist,  Francis  Ferdinand  entertained  him- 
self by  shooting  flies  with  a  revolver. 

Serbia  has  been  reproached  with  being  the  cause  of 
the  war.  This  is  true  in  so  far  as,  by  her  geographical 
position  and  as  the  standard-bearer  of  the  Jugoslav  move- 
ment, she  was  an  obstacle  to  the  Pangerman  Berlin- 
Bagdad  scheme. 
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Pangermanism. 

Pangermanism  has  nothing  in  common  with  the  prin- 
ciple of  nationality.  It  does  not  merely  tend  towards 
the  unification  of  the  German  race,  but  it  aspires  to 
world-domination.  Believing  themselves  superior  to  the 
other  nations,  the  Germans  would  fain  conquer  them,  in 
order  to  dominate  and  exploit  them.  They  are  the 
master  nation,  the  others  were  to  be  reduced  to  the 
position  of  colonists  or  negroes. 

As  mere  curiosities,  I  will  quote  a  few  extracts  from 
a  book  published  in  1911  by  the  Pangermanist  Tannen- 
berg  on  Greater  Germany.  The  Pangerman  author  agrees 
with  us  in  advocating  the  dismemberment  of  Austria, 
hut  only  in  order  to  transform  nearly  the  whole  of  it 
into  Prussian  provinces.  In  this  way  he  claims  a  great 
part  of  the  Jugoslav  territory  for  Prussia.  **  Let  us 
moreover  add  to  Prussia,"  he  proceeds,  "  the  regions  of 
Southern  Croatia,  the  islands  which  lie  along  her 
coasts  and  Dalmatia  herself  (with  some  exceptions) ;  all 
this  will  form  the  German  Littoral  (Deutsches  Kusten- 
land)."  With  reference  to-  the  natives  of  these  regions, 
the  author  calls  them  *'  Slavo-Romans."  But  this  does 
not  trouble  him  in  the  least.  **  Their  country,"  he  cries, 
"  must  belong  to  us,  it  absolutely  must  be  ours,  for  a 
great  people  cannot  permit  its  way  of  access  to  the  sea 
be  blocked."  Extolling  the  incomparable  beauty  of  these 
shores,  the  author  explains :  **  In  Prussian  hands,  and 
under  Prussian  administration,  this  coast  will  become  a 
veritable  Paradise  .  .  .  for  the  people  of  the  North, 
who  crave  from  the  South  the  restoration  of  their  health 
or  who  are  anxious  to  avoid  the  cold  of  the  northern 
winter."     Our  native  land  is  to  become  a  paradise  of  the 
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Huns!  And  we,  who  have  been  in  possession  of  this 
paradise  for  thirteen  centuries — what  is  to  become  of  us? 
— we  are  all  to  be  simply  evacuated ! 

"  With  the  assistance  of  the  State,"  we  read  in  this 
Pan-Germanist  gospel,  "  the  natives  will  emigrate  to 
Tunis  and  Tripoli."  That  Tunis  belongs  to  France,  and 
that  Tripoli  is  an  Italian  colony  does  not  worry  these 
good  Germans  in  the  least.  They  dispose  most  royally 
of  other  people's  property.  All  the  same,  mark  their 
generosity !  They  promise  State  assistance  to  the  dis- 
possessed Jugoslavs.  Their  magnanimity  does  not  even 
confine  itself  to  compensating  the  owners  of  estates. 
"  Those  who  possess  no  land  will  be  free  to  go  and  offer 
their  services  in  Central  or  Northern  Germany."  They 
will  be  generously  allowed  to  become  slaves  of  the  master 
nation ! 

The  whole  monstrousness  of  the  Pangerman  eonception 
is  plainly  apparent  in  these  words.  It  is  a  peril  to 
liberty,  civilisation,  to  the  whole  of  mankind.  It  must 
be  fought  as  one  fights  a  wild  beast.  The  two  heroic 
small  nations  of  Serbia  and  Belgium  have  generously 
sacrificed  themselves  to  stay  the  progress  of  the  monster, 
and  mankind  should  never  forget  the  immense  service 
thev  have  rendered  to  its  cause. 


The  crushing  of  Pangermanism. 

Pangermanism  must  be  crushed.  When  this  is  accom- 
plished, Prussian  militarism,  which  is  merely  its  instru- 
ment, will  be  simultaneously  laid  low. 
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But  it  will  not  suffice  to  simply  vanquish  the  monster. 
It  must  never  be  permitter  to  return.  How?  In  order 
to  prevent  it  let  us  see  wither  it  would  go. 

One  of  the  aims  of  Pangermanism  is  its  expansion 
towards  the  South  -  East.  Salonica  and  Constantinople 
are  only  preliminary  stages.  It  aspires  towards  horizons 
more  distant — towards  Bagdad,  the  Persian  Gulf,  towards 
Egypt  and  India. 

Serbia  was  the  first  dyke  encountered  by  the  German 
tide.  Twice  running  she,  the  tiny  David,  had  hurled 
the  Austrian  Goliath  back  across  her  frontiers.  But  in 
the  end,  without  help  at  the  right  time,  she  could  not  but 
succumb  to  the  united  attack  of  four  bandits — the  Ger- 
man, the  Austrian,  the  Magyar,  and  the  Bulgar.  Now 
that  the  dyke  is  overthrown,  Pangermanism,  by  way  of 
crushed  Serbia,  through  well-tamed  Austria,  Bulgaria 
and  Turkey,  is  nearing  the  realisation  of  its  sinister 
dream.  Since  the  downfall  of  Serbia  and  the  conse- 
quences brought  about  thereby,  the  capital  importance 
of  the  little  country  is  all-apparent. 

Obviously,  a  dyke  will  have  to  be  re-built.  I  do  not 
say  the  dyke,  because  the  former  dyke,  Serbia  before  the 
war,  has  proved  inadequate. 


Austria-Hungary  must  be    broken  up. 

First  of  all,  before  reconstructing  the  dyke,  the  force 
of  the  current  which  it  will  be  called  upon  to  resist  mu»t 
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be  diminislied.  Austria-Hungary  and  Bulgaria  must  he 
forcibly  detached  from  Germany's  grip.  These  two 
States  have  lost  their  independence,  and  at  the  present 
moment  they  are  merely  vassal  States  of  Germany. 

Especially  Austria-Hungary.  Germany  has  laid  her 
hand  upon  the  army,  the  diplomacy,  the  economic  life, 
and  even  upon  the  civil  administration  of  the  Empire  of 
the  Habsburgs.  This  Empire  contains  twelve  million 
Germans  and  ten  million  Magyars,  while  the  remainder 
is  Slav  and  Latin.  Moreover,  these  remaining  twenty- 
nine  millions  are  implacable  foes  of  Germany.  In  spite 
of  this,  they  are  forcibly  enrolled  in  the  Austro- 
Hungarian  armies,  and  are  fighting  for  a  cause  which 
they  detest. 

I  am  not  going  into  the  causes;  I  am  merely  stating 
the  effect.  If  Austria-Hungary  remains,  this  monstrous 
phenomenon  will  repeat  itself  in  yet  another  war.  In 
order  to  render  it  impossible,  these  twenty-nine  millions 
must  be  amputated  from  the  Austro-Magyar,  i.e.  from 
the  German  block. 

When  the  Poles,  the  Ruthenes,  the  Roumanians,  and 
the  Italians  have  been  detached,  and  been  united  to 
Poland,  Russia,  Roumania  and  Italy  respectively,  the 
Czecho-Slovak  group  will  constitute  itself  an  independent 
State,  and  the  Jugoslavs  will  unite  with  Serbia  and 
Montenegro. 

Remains  the  Austro-Magyar  block.  The  official  num- 
ber, viz.  twelve  million  Germans  and  ten  million  Mag- 
yars, is  greatly  falsified  to  the  detriment  of  other  nation- 
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•alities.  Moreover,  two  of  the  German  millions  are 
scattered  in  ethnical  islets  in  Hungary,  and  two  others 
are  spread  over  the  Czech  countries  within  the  historic 
and  strategic  frontiers  of  Bohemia.  These  four  million 
Germans  would  thus  be  cut  off  from  the  main  body  of 
the  Austrian  Germans,  just  as  the  Magyars  in  Transyl- 
vania would  remain  outside  their  national  body. 

Thus  the  German  and  Magyar  block  would  both  emerge 
considerably  attenuated. 

It  will  be  objected  that  the  remaining  eight  million 
Austrians  will  go  to  swell  the  German  power.  Of  course, 
this  would  be  very  unfortunate.  But  since  Germany  to- 
day already  disposes  of  the  whole  of  the  population  of 
the  Dual  Monarchy  to  the  number  of  fifty-one  million, 
even  that  would  be  something  of  a  gain.  Besides  this, 
it  must  be  taken  into  consideration  that,  by  virtue  of  the 
principle  of  nationality,  Germany  ought  to  lose  five 
million  Poles,  one  million  and  a  half  Alsace-Lorrainers, 
and  200,000  Danes,  a  little  less  than  she  would  gain  by 
the  annexation  of  the  Austrian  Germans,  so  that  the 
number  of  her  inhabitants  would  remain  approximately 
unchanged.  I  do  not  enter  into  the  question  of  an 
eventual  dismemberment  of  Prussia,  or  even  of  the 
German  Empire.  I  only  emphasise  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  the  destruction  of  Austria-Hungary.  This  is  a 
condition  sine  qua  non  for  the  peace  of  future  Europe. 
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The  Apologists  of  Austria-Hungary. 

Great  Britain  does  not  yet  sufficiently  realise  that 
Germany  is  not  the  only  foe.  Austria-Hungary  as  her 
accomplice  and  willing  tool  is  not  less  dangerous.  This 
misconception  is  the  more  pernicious,  as  it  permits  the 
survival  of  certain  sjonpathies  for  the  preservation  of 
Austria-Hungary  after  the  war. 

"  Has  she  not,"  says  her  apologists,  "  fulfilled  in  his- 
tory her  piacific  mission  by  keeping  the  peace  between  so 
many  heterogeneous  nationalities,  which  would  otherwise 
have  destroyed  each  other,  a  process  likely  to  have 
jeopardized  international  relations?  Might  she  not  con- 
tinue to  fulfill  this  mission  in  the  future?"  How  erron- 
eous !  The  peace  of  Austria-Hungary  is  the  peace  of  the 
graveyard.  A  Germano-Miagyar  minority  odiously  op- 
presses and  exploits  the  alien  races  under  the  Habsburg 
sceptre.  It  is  precisely  because  these  oppressed  nation- 
alities desire  to  free  themselves  that  this  graveyard  peace 
is  an  inexhaustible  source  of  internal  convulsions  and 
external  conflicts. 

Others  would  like  to  see  Austria  preserved  because  she 
is  Catholic,  and  as  a  counterbalance  to  Protestant  Prussia. 
But  has  Bavaria  in  any  way  whatever  counterbalanced 
Prussianism?  And  are  not  the  Catholic  Habsburgs  docile 
accomplices  of  the  Protestant  Hohenzollerns? 

The  apologists  further  suggest  that,  if  the  majority 
is  at  present  ruled  by  the  minority,  iall  this  will  be 
changed  by  universal  suffrage.  They  forget  that  uni- 
versal suffrage  has  already  existed  in  Austria  for  several 
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years  without  having  in  the  least  affected  the  general 
position.  The  electoral  geometry,  that  is  to  say,  the 
sub-division  of  the  electoral  districts,  is  so  arranged  that 
the  national  minority  emerges  from  the  election  with  a 
greater  number  of  deputies  than  the  majority.  The 
value  of  universal  suffrage  is  fundamentally  vitiated  by 
other  similar  processes. 

These  ingenious  friends  of  Austria  -  Hungary  fail  to 
realise  that  all  constitutional  or  liberal  institutions  in 
that  country  are  nothing,  and  never  were  anything  but 
a  deceptive  fagade,  behind  which  the  scourges  of  corrup- 
tion and  political  depravity  were  plied  with  impunity. 
Time  out  of  number  the  Habsburgs  have  violated  their 
most  S'acred  oaths.  Not  to  go  further  than  Croatia  and 
recent  times  —  the  last  thirty  years,  in  fact  —  Francis 
Joseph  has  twice,  within  this  interval  (1883  and  1912) 
suspended  the  Croatian  constitution,  although,  as  a 
Catholic  Apostolic  King,  he  had  solemnly  called  God  to 
witness  that  he  would  observe  it  himself  and  enforce  its 
observance  by  his  subjects. 

Others  again  wax  pathetic  over  the  Habsburgs,  and 
especially  over  Francis  Joseph,  upon  whom  such  un- 
equalled misfortunes  have  fallen.  But  the  Habsburgs 
are  degenerates.  The  foul  scandals  with  which  they 
constantly  bemire  themselves  in  public  are  proof  of  it. 
Francis  Joseph  himself  is  a  typical  case  of  moral  in- 
sanity, characterised  by  the  absolute  want  of  honourable 
feeling,  honesty  and  justice.  He  is  past  understanding 
by  his  own  moral  perversity.  The  sole  fact  that  he  is 
forcinp  millions  of  his  Slav  ctnd  Latin  subjects  to  fight 
in  a  fratricidal  war  places  him  outside  the  pale  of 
humanity . 
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Not  only  must  Austria-Hung'ary  be  broken  up,  but  not 
even  a  throne  of  the  least  importance  should  be  reserved 
for  the  pernicious  House  of  Habsburg. 


The  Magyars  and  Germany. 

For  a  long  time  past  the  Magyars  have  in  a  naively 
credulous  Europe  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  being  cbam- 
pions  of  liberty  against  the  Germanising  tyranny  of 
Austria.  But  since  their  compact  with  Austria,  whereby 
the  Germans  and  Magyars  secured  the  joint  domination 
of  the  other  alien  nationalities  in  the  Monarchy,  it  has 
become  exceedingly  -apparent  that  liberty,  as  they  under- 
stand it,  is  merely  the  liberty  to  oppress  and  exploit 
other  nationalities. 

The  Magyars  have  always  sought  and  found  in  Berlin 
support  for  their  Imperialistic  fancies  just  as,  on  the 
other  hand,  in  Germany  they  have  always  been  con- 
sidered a  most  important  pawn  in  the  Hamburg-Bagdad 
game. 

After  the  Austrian  defeat  at  Sadowa  it  was  Bismarck 
who  gave  Prussia's  enemy  of  yesterday  the  advice  to 
transfer  the  Capital  of  the  Empire  to  Budapest,  and  it 
was  the  Miagyar  Count  Julius  Andrassy  who,  as  Austro- 
Hungarian  Foreign  Minister,  in  1879,  concluded  the 
alliance  with  Germany.  He  was  very  well  aware  that 
only  under  the  protection  of  Prussian  militarism  could 
the  Magyars  have  a  free  hand  to  oppress  the  non-Magyar 
races   in   Hungary  —  which    oppression   was   welcome   to 
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Germany  in  her  conviction  that  the  Slavs  are  the  real 
barrier  against  her  push  to  Salonioa  and  Constantinople. 

As  a  prominent  German  writert  states,  on  the  battle- 
field of  Koniggratz,  the  Prussians  and — without  having 
fought —  the  Magyars,  were  joint  victors.  The  same 
authorft  proposes  to  crown  the  statues  of  BisTnarck  and 
Andrassy  together  with  the  laurels  of  tlianksgiving  and 
glory.  "  Andrassy,"  says  he,  ''  was  at  the  beginning  of 
the  war  (between  Prussia  and  France)  for  neutrality,  in 
the  hope  that  France  and  Prussia  would  both  weaken  in 
the  struggle  laud  give  Austria-Hungary  the  opportunity 
to  play  the  decisive  role  of  an  arbitrator  in  the  peace 
treaty.  Meanwhile  the  Austrian  Foreign  Minister  Beust 
wished  to  intervene  against  Prussia,  but  the  far-sighted 
Magyar  imposed  neutrality,  and  the  unexpected  German 
victories  showed  that  he  was  right.  He  may  be  con- 
sidered as  the  saviour  of  Central  Europe  (i.e.  Greater 
Germany),  because  if  Austria  had  then  tried  to  settle 
her  account  wdth  Prussia  their  common  future  would  not 
have  been  possible.  Andrassy  was  thus,  in  1870,  already 
the  man  with  whom  Bismarck  was  to  conclude  the  memor- 
able treaty  of  1879." 

The  present  Hungarian  Prime  Minister,  Count  Stephen 
Tisza,  in  company  with  another  Magyar,  the  forger-in- 
chief  of  the  well-known  Friedjung  documents,  with  the 
ominous  name  Count  Forgacs,  and  Herr  Tschirsky,  the 
German  Ambassador  in  Vienna,   were  the  three  framers 

tFriedrich  Naumann :   Mitteleuropa,  p.  87. 
ttlbd.  p.  53. 
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of    the    Ultimatum    to    Serbia.       So    the    Magyars    and 
Germany  plotted  together  to  provoke  the  present  wax. 


Magyar  Duplicity. 

Besides  this,  amongst  all  the  peoples  of  Austria- 
Hungary,  the  Miagyars  were  the  only  one  who  constitu- 
tionally and  through  their  Parliament  approved  the  war 
as  their  war.  Not  one  voice  was  raised  against  it.  All 
parties,  both  of  the  Government  and  the  Opposition,  even 
the  most  radical  Independent  Party,  proclaimed  the 
'*  Sacred  Union." 

But  the  appearance  of  the  Russian  Cossack  on  the 
Carpathian  slopes  in  Hungary  in  the  winter  of  1914-1915 
had  greatly  alarmed  these  partisans  of  the  "  Sacred 
Union." 

Seeing  their  territory  threatened,  the  Magyars  staged 
an  impudent  political  comedy  to  dupe  the  world  and  to 
prepare  the  ground  for  the  future  leniency  of  the  Allies. 
While  Count  Tisza  travelled  to  Berlin  to  implore  the 
Kaiser's  help  against  the  Russians,  he  patronised  at  the 
same  time  the  creation  of  an  Opposition  against  his  own 
Government.  This  Opposition  had  to  feign  sympathies 
with  the  Allies,  to  start  a  stop-the-war  campaign,  to 
advocate  a  separate  peace  for  Hungary,  and,  if  necessary, 
even  to  crush  the  Tisza  Cabinet.  It  was  a  neat  piece  of 
hedging — absolutely  in  the  spirit  of  Bismarck's  diplo- 
macy— a  subsidiary  insurance,  in  fact,  in  case  the  Central 
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Empireg  were  defeated.  These  pretended  pro-Ally  sym- 
pathies were  to  preserve  to  the  Magyars  the  whole  terri- 
tory of  Hungary,  and  their  domination  over  the  non- 
Magyar  races. 

But  as  in  the  spring  of  1915  Mackensen  pressed  back 
the  Russians  from  the  Carpathians,  this  artificial  Oppo- 
sition grew  weaker  and  weaker  until  it  finally  vanished 
altogether.  Government  and  Opposition  became  once 
more  good  friends,  and  the  sympathies  for  France  and 
Britain  were  only  a  pleasant  memory. 

We  may  now  frankly  acknowledge  that  the  year  of 
1915  was  not  at  all  propitious  for  the  Allied  Powers. 
The  surer  the  Central  Empires  were  of  their  victory,  the 
more  intimate  became  the  connection  between  the  Hun- 
garian Government  and  the  Opposition.  In  fact,  the 
connection  developed  quite  into  a  permanent  collabora- 
tion. On  June  5th,  1916,  Count  Tisza  in  Parliament 
openly  praised  the  loyalty  of  the  Opposition  which  enables 
him  to  impart  the  greatest  political  and  military  secrets 
to  the  leaders  of  the  Opposition  and  to  take  their  advice. 

But  tlio  unexpected  again  happened.  Once  more  the 
hoofs  of  tiie  Cossacks'  horses  resounded  in  the  Carpath- 
ians, and  once  more  the  Magyars  prepared  a  new  edition 
of  their  first  comedy. 
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The   Karoly  Comedy. 

Count  Karoly,  the  President  of  the  Independent 
Party,  published  on  July  9th  a  letter  announcing  his 
secession  from  his  own  party.  '  I  take  this  step,'  he 
wrote,  '  in  order  to  regain  my  freedom  of  action.  As  I 
did  not  approve  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  entering 
upon  this  war,  and,  as  in  consequence  I  consider  that  not 
even  the  shadow  of  blame  should  fall  upon  me  for  the 
initiation  of  the  war,  I  am  not  inclined  to  share  in  the 
responsibility  for  it  either.' 

Count  Karoly  has  so  far  been  followed  by  some  thirty 
members  of  the  Independent  Party. 

Now,  this  argument  of  Count  Karoly  is  egregiously 
misleading.  First  of  all,  as  I  pointed  out,  his  party  has 
been  from  the  beginning  of  the  war,  q  component  part  of 
the  "  Sacred  Union,"  and  he,  personally,  was  one  of  the 
collaborators  of  Count  Tisza.  On  many  occasions  promi- 
nent members  of  the  Independent  Party  and  Count 
Karoly  himself  reaffirmed  their  solidarity  with  the  Ger- 
man Government  and  the  Austro-Germ.ans  generally  in 
this  war.  On  one  occasion  he  especially  declared  in  the 
name  of  his  party  that  the  alliance  with  the  Germans 
ought  to  become  still  stronger  after  the  war  "  as  the 
interests  of  the  two  countries  did  not  clash  at  any  point." 

At  the  sitting  on  February  18th,  1916,  of  the  Hun- 
garian Parliament,  Count  Battyany,  one  of  the  leaders 
of  the  Independent  Party,  who  has  now  joined  Count 
Karoly,  declared  that  only  the  Miagyar  administration 
bad  fulfilled  its  duty  completely  and  entirely,     ^*  Both 
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States  "  (Austria  and  Hungary)— cried  the  deputy  of  the 
Opposition — "ought  to  thank  the  good  Magyar  God,  the 
Honved  (the  Magyar  territorial),  and  the  Magyar  soldier 
and  administration.  Because,  if  our  military  position 
is  good,  it  is  thanks  to  the  Magyar  soldier  and  the  Hon- 
ved, who  is  a  Magyar  institution.  Let  them,  (the 
Austrians)  not  forget  that,  neither  to-day,  nor  to-morrow, 
OT  they  might  be  called  upon  to  repent  bitterly."  Con- 
tinuing his  tirade  against  Austria,  he  added  :  "  Professor 
Koranyi  said  in  his  lecture  that  of  our  sick  and  maimed 
soldiers  seventy  per  cent,  are  Magyars,  that  is  to  say 
that  they  have  been  twice  as  forward  in  sacrificing  the- 
selves  as  the  others.  It  is  true  that  the  Magyars  are 
doing  this  partly  in  their  own  interest,  but  all  the  same 
they  must  be  given  credit  for  it." 

In  the  sitting  of  the  following  day  Count  Karoly  him- 
self complained  of  the  want  of  agricultural  labour  in 
the  country.  But  his  attacks  upon  the  Government  were 
only  prompted  by  his  anxiety  for  victory  for  Austria- 
Hungary  and  her  Allies.  "  It  would  be  unpardonable," 
he  said,  "  if  our  war,  after  so  many  military  successes, 
should  remain  barren  of  result  in  consequence  of  a  finan- 
cial  crisis,    economic   disorganisation    and    famine." 

Still  more.  That  same  Count  Karoly  joined  the  army 
as  a  volunteer  and  served  as  a  private  on  the  different 
fronts,  evidently  to  stimulate  by  example  the  enthusiasm 
of  his  countrymen  for  the  war. 

That  the  whole  thing  is  humbug  becomes  obvious  by 
the  fact  that,  just  on  the  occasion  of  the  split  in  the 
Independent  Party,  even  such  a  Chauvinist  paper  as  the 
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Budapest  Hirlap  on  July  lltli,  1916,  wrote  in  its  leading 
article :  — 

"  Those  German  writers  and  politicians  who  recently 
were  the  guests  of  the  Magyar  capital  will  have  arrived 
at  their  homes  with  the  knowledge  that  the  Magyars  are 
unswervingly  loyal  to  the  alliance  with  Germany  (the 
newspaper's  italics),  that  the  German  Empire  will 
always  be  able  to  count  upon  the  swords  of  those  legen- 
dary heroes  who,  together  with  the  Germans  are  just 
now  beating  the  Russian,  the  French,  and  the  English, 
settling  at  the  same  time,  by  themselves,  the  treacherous 
ally  or  yore,"  (The  "treacherous  ally  of  yore"  is,  of 
course,  Italy.) 

When  the  Russians  once  more  threatened  Hungary, 
the  Magyars  again  looked  with  one  eye  towards  the  Ger- 
mans to  ask  for  help  and  with  the  other  towards  the 
Allies  to  make  for  leniency.  They  distributed  the  neces- 
sary parts  amongst  themselves  accordingly.  Count 
Andrassy,  the  son  of  the  founder  of  the  Germano- 
Austrian  Alliance  in  1879,  appealed  personally  to  the 
Kaiser  for  his  help,  while  Count  Karoly,  member  of  the 
Opposition,  became  ,a  pacifist.  Once  more  the  Magyars 
donned  the  mask  of  an  irreconcilable  adversary  of  the 
present  war.  In  some  English  papers  (Morning  Post, 
August  22nd,  1916)  the  Magyars  succeeded  in  being 
treated  as  "  our  friend  the  enemy."  Once  more  they 
hypocritically  pleaded  imaginary  sympathies  for  the 
Allies,  especially  for  Great  Britain,  pretending  that  they 
only  awaited  the  propitious  moment  to  proclaim  Hun- 
gary's independence  and  disentanglement  from  Ger- 
many's iron  embrace.  To  believe  them  we  should  have 
thought  that  the  country  was   seething  with  revolution 
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and  on  the  eve  of  a  general  rising,  asking  for  Hungary 
a  separate  peace,  of  course  with  the  condition  that  the 
Hungarian  Integrity  should  be  preserved.  Now,  this 
integrity  simply  means  that  Hungary  might  keep  the 
Slav  and  Roumanian  regions  and  the  Magyars  retain 
their  domination  of  the  non-Magyar  peoples  of 
Hungary — esactly  the  same  thing  as  they  expected  aa 
a  reward  from  the  victorious  Central  Powers. 


A  Separate   Peace  ? 

Of  course,  such  a  rising  or  a  separate  peace  either  for 
Austria-Hungary  or  Hungary  alone  is  an  impossibility, 
the  whole  Monarchy  being  completely  in  Germany's 
grip.  Some  months  ago  a  treaty  was  initiated  for  the 
unification  of  the  German  and  Austrian  m.ilitary  control 
and  foreign  policy,  and  it  was  officially  announced  that 
a  happy  agreement  had  been  reached  between  the  Dual 
Monarchy  and  Germany. 

How,  then,  could  a  separate  peace  either  of  Austria- 
Hungary  or  Hungary  alone  be  possible?  If  this  could 
be,  it  would  only  be  by  permission  of  Germany  and  in 
her  own  interest.  A  separate  peace  would  mean  the 
preservation  of  the  integrity  of  Austria-Hungary  or 
or  Hungary  alone,  in  order  to  keep  their  territories  for 
Germany's  future  disposition :  firstly  as  Allies  in  a 
second  inevitable  war,  and  then,  after  the  victory,  as 
component  parts  of  "Central  Europe,"  and  in  reality 
Greater  Germiany. 
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The  Allied  powers  will  not  be  duped  by  the  Magyar 
game.  They  will  never  permit  their  friends  to  be 
punished  and  their  enemies  to  be  rewarded.  They  never 
can,  without  denying  their  solemn  promises  to  the 
oppressed  small  nationalities  and  compromising  their 
own  interests,  permit  the  Slavs  and  Roumanians  of  Hun- 
gary to  remain  under  the  hateful  Magyar  yoke. 

Since  the  entry  of  Roumania  into  the  war  the  question 
of  Hungary's  integrity  is  already  settled  in  the  negative, 
at  least  as  far  as  the  Roumanian  districts  of  Hungary 
are  concerned.  Similarly  the  Southern  Slav  parts  of 
Hungary,  cannot  remain  under  Magyar  rule.  Thus, 
finally,  only  those  parts  of  Hungary  inhabited  by  la  com- 
pact Magyar  population  can,  on  the  principle  of  nation- 
ality form  the  future  Hungary. 

If  it  were  to  become  a  part  of  Germaay,  which  Nau- 
mann  in  his  euphemism  calls  "  Central  Europe,"  the 
Magj'ar  nationality  would  be  hopelessly  lost.  Thus  it 
is  obvious  that  the  Magyars  can  save  their  nationality 
only  if  outside  the  German  orbit.  This  future  Hungary 
should  be  an  independent  kingdom. 

The  Jugoslavs  will  certainly  give  them  every  facility 
to  reach  the  sea  through  Jugoslav  territory. 


Bulgaria  must  be  reduced. 

Besides  Austro-phils  and  Magyarophils  there  .are  also 
Bulgarophils  among  the  Allies,  who  would  be  quite  dis- 
posed, in  the  event  of  a  separate  peace,   to  confirm  the 


36        THE   JUGOSLAVS   IN   FUTUEE   EUROPE. 

Bulgars  in   the  possession  of   all   tliey   filched   from   the 
Serbs  and  under  such  odious  circumstances. 

By  diplomatic  subterfuges,  of  which  they  are  past 
masters,  the  Bulgars  .are — even  after  their  felony — 
keeping  up  friendly  feeling  among  the  Allies.  Com- 
formably  with  their  spirit  of  duplicity,  they  invariably 
keep  two  irons  in  the  fire.  They  are  with  the  Germans, 
but  if  German  affairs  turn  out  badly,  they  will  repudiate 
Ferdinand  and  sacrifice  Eadoslavov. 

But  the  Bulgarian  people  are  in  perfect  concord  with 
their  sovereign.  Has  a  single  voice  from  among  the 
people  been  raised  against  the  war?  Let  no  one  be  mis- 
led by  the  "  Realists  "  of  Sofia.  Ferdinand  suits  the 
Bulgars  admirably,  and  the  Bulgars  ar©  well  worthy 
of  their  king. 

The  Bulgars  manifested  themselves  as  the  vanguard 
of  Germany,  and  are  therefore  as  dangerous  and  per- 
nicious as  herself.  A  separate  peace  by  which  they 
would  keep  Macedonia  or  simply  their  ancient  frontiers 
would  enable  them  to  assail  Serbia  again  on  the  first 
opportunity,  and  eventually  Greece  and  Roumania. 
For  their's  is  a  vast  ambition.  They  dream  of  an 
Empire,  washed  bj^  three  seas,  and  investing  them  with 
the  hegemony  in  the  Balkans.  Their  plan  is  for  the 
Balkans  what  the  Pangerman  plan  is  for  Europe  and 
the  world.  They  fancj'  themselves  in  the  role  of  Balkan 
emulators  of  the  Prussians.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  they 
are  only  <a.  tentacle  of  the  foul  octopus  of  the  Spree. 

Why  should  the  Bulgars  be  favoured  to  the  detriment 
of  the  Serbs?  Why  continue  the  clumsy  policy  of  en- 
deavouring to  gain   more  than   doubtful   friends   at   the 
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expense  of  tlie  Serbs,  who  have  sacrificed  themselves  for 
the  cause  of  the  Allies? 

Have  morality,  right  and  justice  truly  lost  all  their 
value?  You  have  Serbia  and  Bulgaria  before  you — 
honesty  and  crime — self-sacrifice  and  felony.  And  you 
would  say  to  the  bandit:  "  Keep  what  you  have  stolen  " 
and  to  his  victim  "  He  did  well  to  rob  you."  Is  the 
generous  blood  of  millions  of  human  beings  shed  in  order 
to  Sianction  a  moral  code  like  this? 


What  the  Bulgars  are  thinking  of  Great  Britain. 

To  all  Britons  who  grow  sentimental  over  the  Bulgars 
I  would  quote  a  few  examples  of  how  the  latter  think 
about  them. 

The  Bulgarian  official  paper  Narodni  Prava,  in  its 
issue  of  January  16th,  1916,  says  in  a  leading  article: 
"  Perhaps  the  Franco-British,  who  have  been  beaten 
on  all  fronts  from  1914  up  to  now,  will  restore  the  king- 
dom of  the  foolish  King  Peter  and  the  criminal  Pasic? 
History  knows  no  greater  crime  and  no  greater  foolish- 
ness than  this  committed  by  the  British,  and  especially 
by  the  French  Government,  «  foolishness  which  has  com- 
pelled them  to  scatter  army  upon  army  on  foreign  soil 
and  exposed  their  own  country  to  invasion  by  a  terrible 
and  victorious  enemy." 
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The  Sofia  Dnevnik  of  January  20tli,  1916,  says  in  its 
leading  article:  ''  We  know  the  shameless  and  rapacious 
policy  of  Great  Britain,  under  the  yoke  of  which  over 
300  million  people  are  groaning." 

On  January  18th,  1916,  the  Narodni  Prava  contained 
a  leading  article  entitled  "  The  position  in  Great 
Britain,"  in  which  the  question  of  compulsory  military 
service  is  discussed.  The  Bulgarian  paper  writes: 
"  Great  Britain  is  called  upon  to  answer  for  her  sins 
before  God  and  man.  For  the  first  time  the  British 
Government  is  confronted  with  the  judgment  of  public 
opinion  in  its  own  country.  One  day,  when  peace  is 
restored  and  the  nations  calmly  pass  judgment  upon  the 
causes  of  the  general  European  war,  everybody  will  be 
convinced  of  the  unparalleled  and  murderous  crime 
which  the  British  Government  has  committed  against 
the  nations  of  the  Continent.  Great  Britain  finds  her- 
self to-day  faced  by  the  blood-stained  horror  of  this 
crime.  Great  Britain  is  at  this  moment  the  first  to  suffer 
from  the  perils  of  the  general  Europan  conflagration, 
which  she  herself  provoked  by  her  political  prevarica- 
tions. Very  soon  we  shall  be  in  a  position  to  bring 
crushing  proofs  of  the  unspeakable  and  unsurpassable 
sanguinary  British  crime  against  humanity  in  Europe, 
which  will  dispel  the  last  remnants  of  doubt  concerning 
the  guilt  of  Great  Britain  in  bringing  about  this  hitherto 
unparalleled  international  situation  in  Europe.  Greiat 
Britain  has  dragged  Russia  and  France  into  war,  under 
the  pretext  that  they  are  protectors  of  the  rights  of  small 
nations.  With  this  catchword  Great  Britain  has  cloaked 
her  insatiable  and  speculative  greed  and  her  unquencha- 
ble thirst  for  world-domiation.  In  her  inveterate  hate 
Great  Britain  has  created  a  theory  of  lies  and  hypocrisy, 
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whereby  she  has  lost  the  sympathies  of  all  lovers  of  demo- 
cracy and   liberalism The   entrance  of   Great 

Britain  into  the  war  and  her  consummate  diplomatic  art 
whereby  she  has  provoked  the  war,  did  not  take  place 
to  defend  Serbia  and  Belgium,  but  because  of  France 
and  her  colonies,  which  Great  Britain  would  not  see  in 
Germany's  hands  for  anything  in  the  world " 

And  then,  under  the  heading  "  Cultured  Savages  and 
Macedonia,"  the  same  paper  publishes  a  report  from 
Miacedonia  in  which  the  correspondent  puts  the  following 
words  into  the  mouth  of  a  Macedonian  ciab-driver :  — 

"  The  British  and  French  have  shown  themselves  to 
be  savages — yes — true  savages,  who  have  no  idea  of  either 
right  or  morality.  They  not  only  took  from  us  what 
they  required,  depriving  the  population  of  live  stock, 
furniture  and  food,  but  they  looted  and  burnt  villages, 
stations,  bridges,  forests,  etc.,  they  used  violence  and  out- 
raged our  families;  they  forcibly  banished  many  of  the 
population  to  Greece.  They  massacred  many  people 
solely  because  they  were  Bulgars;  they  ill-treated  every 
Bulgarian  prisoner,  both  privates  and  officers,  tore  o£E 
the  indications  of  their  rank  and  mocked  them  while  per- 
petrating the  most  cruel  outrages  upon  them."  (Consid- 
erations of  common  decency  deter  us  from  translating 
the  words  which  indicate  the  nature  of  the  supposed 
outrages.)  "  They  hanged  them  and  left  them  hanging 
in  the  public  places  for  the  amusement  and  entertain- 
ment of  their  soldiers  and  suchlike." 

The  correspondent  reports  this  to  the  Bulgarian 
Government   as   sober   truth,    and    bitterly   apostrophises 
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the  French  and  British: — "Are  you  Parisians  and  Lon- 
doners or  sons  of  Siberia  and  Bushmen?" 

Again  the  same  paper,  in  its  issue  of  May  6th.  1916, 
opens  with  a  soothing  article  levelled  ag^ainst  England 
as  the  protector  of  small  nations.  We  quote  the  follow- 
ing extracts :  — 

**  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  rising  in  Ireland,  the 
destruction  of  towns  and  villages,  the  murder  of  innocent 
women  and  children,  and  the  bloodshed  in  Ireland,  has 
at  last  removed  the  mask  of  English  diplomacy,  and  the 
true,  brutal  countenance  of  English  '  justice '  and 
'  civilized  '  administration  is  plainly  revealed.  Of  all 
the  nations  involved  in  this  war  England  was  the  first 
to  prepare  an  international  war.  The  first  of  all  the 
states  to  prate  of  the  freedom  of  small  nations,  she  has 
been  compelled  with  fire  and  sword  to  quell  the  rising 
towards  freedom  of  a  small  nationality  subjugated  by 
her.  England,  who  was  so  highly  praised  as  the  patron 
of  human  progress  in  general,  was  the  first  to  be  obliged 
to  show  the  world  how  she  can  stifle  in  blood  and  terror 
all  thoughts  of  freedom,  culture  and  progress.  Sir 
Edward  Grey  and  Asquith,  who  lied  to  the  Balkan 
nations  with  their  theories  of  freedom  'and  independence, 
sent  guns  and  mercenaries  to  ravage  Ireland,  to 
massacre  innocent  women  and  children  and  to  suppress 
any  attempt  of  the  conquered  Irish  to  realise  a  more 
tolerable  condition  of  things.  After  the  revolution  in 
Ireland,  it  will  be  much  clearer  to  all  States  that  have 
so  far  remained  neutral  what  they  may  expect  from  an 
alliance  with  England,  and  their  statesmen  will  see  that 
it  will  spell  ruin  to  their  countries." 
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Under  the  heading  "  Monstrous  English  Policy,"  the. 
same  official  paper  of  May  30th,  1916,  publishes  a  rabid 
attack  upon  England,  who  is  represented  as  the  vampire 
of  her  Allies.  England  desires  to  prolong  the  war  as 
much  as  possible,  but  she  loses  nothing  by  it  herself. 
"  It  is  all  the  same  to  England,"  says  the  Narodni 
Prava,  "  whether  the  Last  drop  of  blood  flows  from  the 
Russian  veins,  or  the  French  spend  their  last  centime. 
The  only  thing  that  matters  is  that  Germany  shall  not 
become  powerful  and  her  industry  shall  collapse. 
England  will  always  cry  'Amen!'  whether  it  be  Ger- 
many who  is  defeated  or  her  own  Allies." 

The  whole  of  Bulgaria  rejoiced  over  the  German 
"victory"  (save  the  mark!)  of  Jutland.  The  Narodni 
Prava  of  June  2nd,  1916,  writes  as  follows:  — 

"  German  genius  has  on  this  occasion  (i.e.,  the  battle 
of  Jutland)  vanquished  also  the  English  power  at  sea. 
The  fruit  of  centuries  has  been  broken  by  the  creation 
of  half-a-century.  Science  has  been  victorious  over 
numerical  superiority.  Quality  has  destroyed  quantity. 
Between  the  Skagerrak  and  Horn  Reef — just  as  before 
Verdun,  in  the  Tyrol,  on  the  Vardar  and  at  Kut-el-Amara 
— the  foundations  of  a  new  world  are  being  laid  down  on 
the  ruins  of  the  old  world — the  world  of  English 
egotism. 

"  The  price  England  is  paying  for  her  obstinate 
resolution  to  keep  the  world  within  the  frame  of  her 
egotistic  ideas  is  past  conception.  The  heap  of  rags  is 
collapsing.  Such  is  the  fate  of  all  that  is  old  and 
inconijjetent.  The  German  genius  has  surmounted  all 
difficulties  and  become  master  of  all  the  fields  of  battle. 
And   the  seas   shall   likewise   be   his;   because   he   is   the 
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hearer  of  the  future  and  the  sacredness  of  human  pro- 
gress in  general.  Already  the  thunder  between  the 
Skagerrak  and  Horn  Reef  heralds  the  daiv7i  of  the  neic 
order  in  the  ivorld.  Hearty  greetings  from  all  Bulgars 
to  the  victors,  the  creators  of  the  future.^' 


The  Echo  de  Bulgarie  of  June  20tli,  1916,  writes:  — 

"  This  battle  is  the  first  great  naval  victory  of  the 
Germans  and  the  first  great  defeat  of  the  English ;  it 
is,  after  an  interval  of  one  hundred  years,  a  second 
Trafalgdr,  in  ivhich  the  English  are  the  vanquished. 
The  dogma  of  British  invincibility  has  received  a  rude 
shock  whose  re-action  will  pass  beyond  the  frontiers  of 
the  belligerents.  Germany  has  by  this  victory  estab- 
lished her  power  at  sea,  just  as  by  her  countless  victories 
on  the  Continent  she  has  established  her  invincibility 
on  land.     .     .     ." 

The  Narodni  Pravd  of  June  9th,  1916,  gives  the  full 
text  of  General  Zekov's  telegram  to  the  Commander  of 
the  German  Navy,  congratulating  him  on  the  battle  of 
Jutland  :  — 

"  The  great  victory  of  the  German  Imperial  fleet  over 
the  English  near  the  Skagerrak  and  Horn  Eeef  " — thus 
runs  the  telegram  —  ''has  evoked  loud  rejoicings  and 
admiraUon  in  the  ranks  of  the  Bulgarian  Army.  I  beg 
your  Excellency  to  accept  both  on  my  behalf  and  on  that 
of  the  Bulgarian  Army  on  active  service  the  most 
enthusiastic  congratulations,  and  have  the  goodness  to 
inform  all  sections  of  the  heroic  fleet  that  we  all  here  bow 
before  its  heroism  and  wisdom.     (Signed)  Zekov." 
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Finally,  the  Bulgarian  official  paper  of  June  Sth, 
1916,  writes  as  follows  on  the  death  of  Lord  Kitchener :  — 

"  After  great  boasting  an  inglorious  death.  How  im- 
mutable are  the  laws  of  Providence !  Everyone  meets 
with  the  end  he  has  deserved.  Even  if  the  death  of 
Lord  Kitchener  is  a  great  loss  to  England ;  even  if  by  the 
deaths  of  the  officers  on  his  staff  England  has  lost  many 
good  officers  in  these  hard  times  for  her;  yet  it  is  in 
another  field  that  England  has  sustained  a  truly  immense 
loss.  This  event  has  once  more  brought  to  light  the 
fact  that  England's  days  of  greatness  and  supremacy  at 
sea  have  passed  away.  .  .  .  With  Kitchener's  death 
the  English  greatness  on  the  sea  is  likewise  dying. 
Kitchener  was  the  true  exponent  of  English  Imperialist 
ideals.  He  was  the  incarnation  personified  of  defunct 
English  egotism.  The  steamship  on  which  the  English 
Commander  -  in  -  Chief  was  travelling  is  already  at  the 
bottom  of  the  sea.  No  one  can  siave  England  from  this 
misfortune.  Thus,  slowly  but  surely,  everything  meets 
with  its  appointed  end.  The  heap  of  rags  is  collapsing, 
so  that  in  its  place  a  new  order  in  the  world  may  arise — 
the  order  of  freedom  and  progress  for  all  nations." 

I  think  it  is  not  necessary  to  proceed  with  these  quota- 
tions. It  is  obvious  that  to  strengthen  Bulgaria  would  be 
to  strengthen  Germany,  who  makes  use  of  Bulgaria  for 
her  Berlin-Bagdad  scheme.  The  hegemony  in  the 
Balkans,  which  the  Bulgars  oovet,  is  closely  bound  up 
with  Pangermanism.  Bulgaria  must  therefore  be  re- 
duced to  a  state  in  which  she  can  neither  be  la  danger  to 
the  Balkans  nor  the  cat's  paw  of  Germany. 
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Russian  Opinion  on  Bulgaria. 

It  is  of  the  highest  importance  that  Russian  public 
opinion,  which,  till  recently,  showed  rather  a  paternal 
indulgence  to  the  Bulgarians,  has  utterly  changed.  The 
view  that  the  Bulgarian  people  are  even  more  guilty  of 
treachery  than  King  Ferdinand  himself  was  strongly 
expressed  at  the  last  general  meeting — August,  1916 — 
of  the  Society  of  Slav  Reciprocity,  one  of  the  most  influ- 
ential political  organisations  in  Russia.  One  of  the 
members.  Count  Pozovski,  read  ^a  long  statement  on 
"  what  we  should  do  with  Bulgaria."  According  to  the 
speaker's  opinion,  it  was  the  Bulgarian  people,  feeling 
themselves  to  be  the  stronger,  who  desired  war  with 
Serbia ;  and  when  they  are  convinced  that  the  Allies' 
victory  is  absolutely  certain,  they  will  unhesitatingly 
sacrifice  their  king  to  save  what  they  have  robbed  from 
Serbia.  "  We  must  not  enter  into  negotiations  with 
Bulgaria  " — proceeded  the  speaker — "  that  would  be  an 
acknowledgment  that  their  treachery  was  justified.  The 
Russians  should  in  no  way  intervene  on  behalf  of  the 
Bulgarians:  furthermore,  all  persons  responsible  to  any 
degree  for  the  aggression  against  Serbia  ought  to  be 
punished  as  common  criminals." 

The  whole  feeling  of  the  Assembly,  presided  over  by 
M.  Brian('^aninev,  is  reflected  in  the  following  resolution, 
passed  unanimously :  — 

(1)  The  entire  Bulgarian  people  is  answerable  for 
the  policy  of  the  King  of  Bulgaria  and  the  Bulgarian 
Crovernment. 
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(2)  Neither  the  Bulgarian  people  nor  even  the 
classes  and  parties  pretending  to  be  Russophiles  took 
any  steps  whatever  to  prevent  the  abominable  action 
of  the  King  of  Bulgaria  and  Bulgarian  Government. 

(3)  No  factor  in  Bulgaria,  no  political  party,  no 
public  action  which  might  emerge  in  case  of  any 
reverses  to  Bulgarian  forces  can  repair  committed 
treacher3^ 

(4)  When  Bulgaria  is  conquered  King  Ferdinand 
and  his  Government  are  to  be  arraigned  before  the 
Courts. 

(5)  Recognising  the  fact  that  the  Bulgarian  people 
have  shown  themselves  not  to  be  ripe  for  self-govern- 
ment, the  Bulgarian  people  will  be  governed  by  the 
commissioners  of  the  Entente  after  the  frontier  of 
Serbia,  and  eventually  of  Roumania,  are  rectified  with 
regard  to  Bulgaria,  and  after  Bulgaria  has  paid  the 
war   indemnities. 

The  Committee  reporter,  Count  Perovski,  said:  — 
"  When  the  victory  of  the  Entente  Powers  becomes  abso- 
lutely sure  the  Bulgarians  will  no  doubt  sacrifice  their 
King  and  endeavour  to  join  in  with  the  Entente.  No- 
body in  Russia  will  sanction  this  after  the  abominable 
treachery  of  the  Bulgarians." 


Where  to  Curtail  Bulgaria. 

We  have  stated  as  a  principle  of  morality  and  justice 
that  Bulgaria  must  restore  to  Serbia  all  she  has  won  by 
her  last  treacherous  aggression.     Besides  this,  the  Allies 
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have  solemnly  pledged  themselves  to  safeguard  the  terri- 
torial integrity  of  Serbia  as  before  the  European  war. 

In  October,  1915,  M.  Viviani,  then  Prime  Minister  of 
France,  made  the  following  declaration  in  the  French 
Chamber,  on  behalf  of  all  the  Allies :  — 

"  From  now  onwards,  France  and  Britain,  in  accord 
with  her  Allies,  are  fully  agreed  to  send  help  to  Serbia, 
who  has  demanded  our  help,  and  to  assure  for  the  bene- 
fit of  Serbia,  of  Greece,  and  of  Roumania,  respect  for 
the  Treaty  of  Bucarest,  of  which  we  are  the 
guarantors." 

Thus  we  have  to  deal  only  with  the  Bulgaria  of  the 
Bucaxest  Treaty. 

Now,  can  this  Bulgaria  be  reduced  anywhere  without 
offence  to  the  principle  of  nationality,  on  which  are  biased 
our  own  national  aspirations? 

During  the  sixth  and  the  seventh  centuries,  great  Slav 
immigrations  took  place  between  the  Adriatic  and  the 
B]ack  Sea,  from  the  Danube  down  to  Salonioa,  and  even 
to  Morea,  and  by  the  end  of  the  seventh  century  the 
whole  of  the  country  had  become  entirely  Slav.  These 
Slavs,  divided  into  numerous  tribes,  were  under  Byzan- 
tine rule.  About  680,  a  Mongol  tribe,  the  Bulgars, 
under  their  Khans,  came  from  the  Volga,  invaded  the 
land  between  the  Danube  and  the  Balkan  mountains, 
and  subdued  the  Slav  tribes  which  they  found  installed 
there.  About  the  year  800,  barely  a  century  after  their 
invasion,  the  Bulgars,  who,  at  their  arrival,  are  supposed 
to    have   numbered    about    200,000,    were   entirely    sub- 
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merged  in  the  surrounding  Slav  population.  They  had 
completely  lost  their  Mongol  language,  of  which  not  a 
single  trace  is  preserved  either  in  the  topography  or  else- 
where. They  accepted  the  Slav  language,  but  adapted  it 
in  their  own  way.  These  Slavisized  Mongols  are  the 
Bulgars  of  to-day,  and  their  specially  adapted  Slav 
language,  with  entirely  different  constructions,  is  the 
Bulgarian  language  of  to-day. 

Thus  we  see  here  a  similar  phenomenon  as  in  ancient 
Gallia,  where  the  Frank  conquerors  lost  in  the  Gallic 
people,   but  imposed  on  them  their  Teuton  name. 

According  to  Jirecek,  the  greatest  authority  on  Bul- 
garian history,  at  the  beginning  of  the  ninth  century 
the  Bulgarian  sway  reached  on  the  West  as  far  as  a  little 
beyond  the  river  Iskra.  During  the  following  centuries 
the  Bulgarians  tried  to  extend  their  domination  still 
further.  In  the  ninth  century  (861)  they  conquered 
Miacedonia,  and  held  it  for  exactly  108  years;  in  the 
twelfth  century  (1186)  they  renewed  the  conquest,  but 
only  for  16  years.  The  real  Bulgaria  has  always  been 
the  land  between  the  Danube  and  the  Balkan  mountains. 
Here  are  the  Slavisized  Mongols,  showing  a  different 
anthropological  type,  a  different  character,  speaking  a 
peculiar  Slav  language,  and  being  totally  different  in 
spirit  and  customs  from  the  surrounding  population. 

But  as  a  consequence  of  their  repeated  temporary 
expansions  towards  the  West  we  find  a  mixed  zone  be- 
tween the  river  Iskra  land  the  Perin  Alps  (between  the 
rivers  vStruma   and    Mesta),    and   the   actual    frontier   of 
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Serbia.  Tliis  zone  is  one  of  transition  between  the  Bul- 
gars  and  the  Serbs — anthropologically  as  well  as  linguis- 
tically. 

If  a  Croat  from  Zagreb  or  a  Serbian  from  Belgrade 
enters  this  zone  he  will  not  feel  a  stranger,  as  he  will 
understand  the  language  of  the  people  and  meet  the 
same  customs  as  in  his  native  country.  But  as  soon  as 
he  crosses  the  Eastern  frontier  of  the  zone  he  will  have 
the  feeling  of  being  in  a  foreign  country — he  is  in  real 
Bulgaria. 

The  mixed  zone  is  Serbian  land  with  a  Serbian  popula- 
tion, over  which  has  passed  the  Bulgarian  tide.  The 
language  is  a  combination  of  Serb  and  Bulgar,  but  much 
nearer  to  the  Serb,  so  that  it  is  understood  without  diffi- 
culty by  every  Serb.  Besides  this,  there  are  beyond  the 
Timok  numerous  Serbian  colonies  from  Kossovo  and 
other  parts  of  Serbia  which  preserve  the  purest  Serbian 
language. 

This  viixed  zone  could  without  any  injury  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  nationality  he  taken  from  Bulgaria  and  given  to 
Serbia. 

The  valley  of  the  Morava,  leading  to  Constantinople, 
and  its  continuation,  the  valley  of  the  Yardar,  leading  to 
Salonica,  constitute  the  high-road  to  the  Orient,  absolu- 
tely necessary  for  the  success  of  the  German  Berlin- 
Bagdad  scheme.  Therefore  these  two  valleys  must  be 
in  the  jjossession  of  a  friend  of  the  Allied  Powers.  Now, 
the  Strumica-loop  in  the  hands  of  the  Bulgarians  is  a 
permanent  danger  to  the  Viardar  railway. 
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It  is  still  fresh  in  every  memory  that,  in  November, 
1915,  when  overwhelming  Austrian  armies  threatened  to 
submerge  Serbia,  Bulgarian  comitadjis,  coming  from  the 
Strumica-loop,  destroyed  the  near  railway  bridge  over  the 
Vardar,  thus  holding  up  for  a  whole  week  the  ammuni- 
tions for  the  Serbian  Army.  The  Strumica-loop  must, 
therefore,  for  strategical  reasons  also,  be  under  Serbian 
control. 

There  is  not  room  in  the  Balkans  for  both  Greater 
Bulgaria  and  a  Jugoslav  State.  They  cannot  exist  side 
by  side.  The  victorious  Allies  will  have  to  make  their 
choice  which  of  the  two  nations  is  likely  to  contribute  a 
greater  guaranty  for  the  security  of  Europe,  Perhaps 
the  best  solution  would  be  to  join  reduced  Bulgaria  by  d 
personal  union  with  Jugoslavia,  so  that  the  King  of  the 
Serbians,  Croats  and  Slovenes  would  be  at  the  same  time 
King  of  the  Bulgars.  In  this  manner  all  the  Southern 
Slavs  would  be  umted  in  one  Jugoslavia.  That  the 
Cobourg  dynasty  must  be  removed  is  surely  not  for  one 
moment  a  matter  of  doubt.  If  the  national  existence  of 
the  Bulgars  were  rendered  secure,  I  think  they  would 
themselves  finally  agree  to  form  part  of  a  strong  Jugo- 
slav State. 

When  by  the  dismemberment  of  Austria  and — unques- 
tionably— the  territorial  reduction  of  Bulgaria,  the 
currents  which  might  help  to  swell  the  Pangerman  tide 
towards  the  South-East  have  been  diverted,  it  will  be 
time  to  think  of  contsructing  the  dyke  itself. 
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A  re-established  Serbia  would  not  be  sufl&cient. 

There  are  some  who  imagine  that  a  restored  Serbia 
would  be  equal  to  this  task.  The  mere  resurrection  of 
Serbia  would  be  a  re-constitution  of  the  situation  before 
the  war.  Why  are  we  plunged  into  this  horrible 
struggle?  Because  Serbia  opposed  herself  to  Panger- 
manism,  which  aimed  at  Constantinople  and — through 
Austria-Hungary — at  Salonica.  Serbia  was  too  weak  to 
resist.  How  can  we  imagine  that  she  would  be  stronger 
after  the  agony  that  has  laid  waste  her  lands  and  killed 
off  nearly  a  quarter  of  her  population?  Serbia,  merely 
restored,  would  be  incapable  of  surviving. 

Then,  again,  there  is  the  suggestion  nuade  of  an 
aggrandized  Serbia,  as  a  recompense  for  her  superhuman 
sacrifices  for  the  common  cause  and  the  tragic  misfor- 
tunes that  have  befallen  her.  But  is  it  possible  to  com- 
pensate such  sacrifices  and  suffering?  Moreover,  even  an 
aggrandized  Serbia  would  not  survive.  Something  more 
than  a  restored  or  aggrandized  Serbia  is  required. 


The  Jugoslav  Programme. 

During  his  recent  visit  to  London,  when  he  was  so 
enthusiastically  welcomed  by  the  generous  British  nation, 
the  Crown  Prince  Regent  Alexander  of  Serbia,  our 
future  King,  answering  to  a  deputation  of  prominent 
British  men,  headed  by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
and  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  said:  — 

"  Your  presence  here  and  the  touching  words  you 
have  addressed  to  me  and  to  my  beloved  country  have 
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touched  me  deeply.  I  am  happy  to  have  seen  England 
agiain,  that  England  which  we  all  admire,  and  where  I 
have  received  so  many  proofs  of  sympathy  for  Serbia 
from  His  Majesty  King  George,  all  the  members  of  the 
Royal  Family,  the  British  Government,  and  the  citizens 
of  the  metropolis  which  represents  the  British  nation. 
To  these  proofs  of  sympathy  I  also  add  the  important 
deputation  of  which  you  are  the  members.  This  mani- 
festation of  sympathy  on  the  part  of  so  many  representa- 
tives of  the  British  nation  will  strengthen  me  when  I 
shall  again  be  at  the  head  of  my  Army,  shoulder  to 
shoulder  with  the  gallant  Franco-British  Army,  for  the 
furthering  and  realization  of  the  ideal  for  which  we  have 
longed  through  centuries.  TJiM  ideal  is  the  unity  in  one 
single  State  of  all  the  Serbs,  Croats  and  Slovenes,  loho 
are  one  nation,  with  the  same  language,  and  the  same 
tendencies,  and  whom  only  adverse  fate  has  divided. 

"  This  ideal,  and  the  conviction  that  we  are  fighting 
shoulder  to  shoulder  with  our  great  Allies  for  right  and 
justice,  has  maintained  our  courage  through  the  indes- 
cribable trials  which  our  nation  and  army  has  had  to 
endure. 

"  The  conviction  that  Great  Britain  is  with  us  will 
double  the  determination  of  our  nation,  and  if  anything 
exists  of  which  we  are  sure,  it  is  the  fact  that  there  is 
Great  Britain — mighty  Great  Britain — who  will  not 
relax  her  grip  and  who  will  hold  out  beside  her  Allies 
until  final  victory  is  achieved.  In  that  victory  our  Jugo- 
slav nation,  united  in  one  single  State,  must  bear  its  part, 
as  its  fate  is  inseparably  bound  up  with  the  fate  of  a  new, 
A  better,  and  a  juster  Europe." 
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And  at  the  banquet  given  by  the  President  of  the 
French  Republic  in  honour  of  the  Crown  Prince  Regent, 
the  latter,  in  responding  to  the  toast  of  his  host,  uttered 
the  following  words  :  — 

"  To-day  as  yesterday,  we  are  fighting  for  the  free- 
dom of  all  our  race,  and,  in  the  vengeance  for  justice 
oppressed  we  can  descry  the  dawn  of  our  definite  libera- 
tion. It  warms  my  heart.  Monsieur  le  President,  to 
hear  this  promise  from  your  lips;  above  all  things  does 
it  warm  my  heart  to  see  that  this  is  the  steadfast  pur- 
pose of  all  our  Allies  and  friends." 

On  April  20th,  1916,  on  his  return  from  the  Allied 
capitals,  the  Prince,  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Serbian  Army,  addressed  a  manifesto  to  his  soldiers  to 
convey  to  them  his  impression  of  his  journey. 

"Our  powerful  friends  and  x^llies,"  said  the  Prince, 
"  admire  the  irreproachable  conduct  of  chivalrous  Serbia, 
and  appreciate  the  countless  sacrifices  of  the  Serbian 
people,  in  whom  they  recognise  all  the  qualities  warrant- 
ing an  independent  political  existence  and  successful 
effort  towards  intellectual  development.  They  have  de- 
cided to  give  us  every  assistance  in  this  groat  struggle, 
so  that  Serbia  may  become  great,  that  she  may  include 
all  the  Jugoslavs — that  she  may,  in  fine,  become  a  mighty 
Jugoslavia  in  recompense  for  all  the  sacrifices  she  h-as 
hitherto  consented  to  make,  and  for  the  fulfilment  of  new 
requirements  which  will  show  themselves  after  this 
bloody  crisis." 

Serbia — that  is  the  significance  of  these  words — has 
assumed    the    glorious    task    of    delivering    all    our   race, 
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Serbs,  Croats  and  Slovenes,  from  the  foreign  yoke.  For 
her  it  is  no  longer  a  question  of  conquest,  of  more  or  less 
considerable  territorial  aggrandizement,  of  outlets  on  the 
sea,  of  greater  or  less  importance.  It  is  a  question  of 
the  deliverance  and  union  of  our  whole  race  under  the 
glorious  sceptre  of  Peter  I,  King  of  all  the  Croats, 
Serbs  and  Slovenes. 

The  stirring  words  spoken  by  the  Prince  in  London, 
Paris  and  Corfu  are  merely  the  echo  of  the  'ardent  desires 
expressed  in  numerous  public  meetings,  wherever  our 
nation  has  been  able  to  speak,  notably  in  America  and  in 
Serbia  before  the  last  catastrophe.  They  are  in  complete 
harmony  with  the  solemn  resolution  which  the  Serbian 
nation  has  twice  passed  in  its  Parliament  in  Nis,  in 
November,   1914,  and  in  August,   1915. 

The  echo,  which  the  glad  tidings  of  the  Prince  awoke 
in  all  the  countries  of  our  race,  from  the  Adriatic  to  the 
Aegean,  from  the  Drave  and  the  Danube  to  the  Lake  of 
Ochrida — wherever  our  language  is  spoken — this  echo,  I 
repeat,  has  been  all  the  more  enthusiastic  as  the  Prince 
assures  us  that  he  had  them  from  the  lips  of  the  President 
of  the  Republic,  adding  that  they  are  in  accordance  with 
the  resolution  of  all  our  friends  and  Allies. 

Of  Italy,  too?  Are  her  claims  opposed  to  the  Jugo- 
slav programme? 

Italy's  Claims. 

As  far  as  they  are  directed  towards  certain  portions  of 
the  East  Coast  of  the  Adriatic,  these  claims  have  aroused 
frenzied    opposition    among    the    Jugoslavs.       There    are 
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many  indications  that  these  imperialist  pretensions  pro- 
ceed only  from  a  tiny  nationalist  party.  In  the  Azione 
SocialisUjC  the  Roman  professor  Signer  Gennaro  Mond- 
aini  declared  recently  in  the  name  of  the  Socialist  party 
of  Italy  that  Italy  must  keep  on  friendly  terms  with  the 
future  Jugoslavia.  The  Paris  Matin,   in   its  issue  of 

October  6th,  1916,  published  an  interview  with  Signer 
Bissolati,  at  present  Minister  of  State,  in  which  he 
energetically  denied  that  Italy  wants  to  subdue  the 
Adriatic   Slavs.  "  The   Italian   nace,"    explained   the 

Minister,  "  has  suffered  too  much  from  oppression  her- 
self to  oppress  others.  We  shall  not  allow  an  irredentism 
to  rise  against  us.  We  have  on  the  Eastern  shore  of  the 
Adriatic  a  most  noble  and  clearly  defined  task  to  accom- 
plish. Austria  has  always  stifled  the  aspirations,  she  has 
always  paral^^sed  the  intercourse  of  the  Serbs,  Croats  and 
Slovenes;  she  has  succeeded  in  cutting  them  off  from 
Europe.  We  are  now  going  to  open  Europe  to  them,  to 
put  them  into  communication  with  Western  life.  We 
can  in  this  manner  create  a  kind  of  moral  and  economic 
union  of  the  South  of  Europe."  The  well-known  his- 
torian Signer  Slavenini,  in  a  letter  to  the  Serhie  of 
Geneva  confirmed  the  views  of  the  Italian  Socialists, 
"  condemning  every  territorial  conquest  which,  if  not 
justified  by  geographical  or  ethnical  reasons  or  by  exig- 
ency of  national  defence,  would  injure  the  legitimate 
national  aspirations  of  other  peoples.  This  concerns 
particularly  the  Adriatic,  which  ought  to  be  neither  a 
lake  more  Austrian  thian  Italian,  as  it  is  now,  nor  an 
Italian  lake,  from  which  the  other  peoples  on  its  shores 
would  be  practically  excluded,  but  a  sea  on  which  Italy, 
secured  against  every  danger,  could  exercise  her  activity, 
both  economic  and  civilisatory,  in  full  harmony  with  all 
the  populations  of  the  Eastern  shore." 
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"  Italy,"  says  the  Milan  paper  Secolo,  in  commenting 
on  tiie  above  interview  with  the  Minister  Bissolati, 
"  Italy,  alter  having  obtained  the  strategetical  guaran- 
tees which  she  believes  necessary  for  her  security,  desires 
to  establish  a  friendly  intercourse  tand  one  of  mutual  con- 
fidence with  the  Jugoslavs.  She  abhors  the  idea  of  pro- 
voking an  irredentism  against  herself  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Adriatic.  She  desires  the  Jugoslavs  to  have  all 
the  necessary  conditions  to  enable  them  to  go  forward  to 
a  future  of  prosperity,  peace  and  progress.  No  antagon- 
ism between  Italy  and  Jugoslavia.  Common  interests 
counsel  a  policy  of  mutual  confidence  and  friendship." 

In  his  speech  at  Milan,  October  8th,  1916,  the  Italian 
Prime  Minister,  Signor  Boselli,  states  that  "  Italy's 
Adriatic  vociation  is  not  to  attack  other  nationalities,  but 
to  liberate  peoples  of  Italian  nationality."  According 
to  the  comments  of  some  influential  Italian  papers, 
notably  the  governmental  Messdggero,  this  means  that  the 
Italian  Government,  while  guaranteeing  reasonable 
Italian  aspirations,  places  no  hindrance  in  the  way  of  a 
future  Jugoslav  State,  or  Greater  Serbia. 

This  would  certainly  accord  with  the  true  interests  of 
Italy,  who  would  only  gain  by  living  in  friendship 
with  her  Jugoslav  neighbours.  As  her  friends,  they  will 
be  her  best  clients ;  forced  to  play  the  part  of  irredentists, 
they  would  be  a  constant  danger  to  her.  Italian  Im- 
perialists should  call  to  mind  the  fact  that  Venice  was 
mistress  of  the  Adriatic,  although  she  never  possessed 
either  Trieste  or  Fiume. 
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An  "  Independent  "  Croatia. 

There  are  those  who,  knowing  the  religious  difference 
between  the  Catholic  Croats  and  Slovenes  on  the  one  hand 
and  the  Orthodox  Serbs  on  the  other,  doubt  if  the  former 
wish  to  join  the  latter.  They  must  understand  that  there 
has  been  no  people  in  history  more  tolerant  in  religious 
matters  than  the  Jugoslavs.  The  Serbian  Orthodox 
Church  canonised  Queen  Helen,  the  Consort  of  King 
Uros,  la  French  princess,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  she 
remained  a  Catholic  to  the  end  of  her  life.  In  our 
towns  and  villages  Catholics  and  Orthodox  live  peace- 
fully side  by  side,  marriages  between  them  are  very 
frequent,  and  each  party  retains  his  respective  religion. 
In  many  mixed  unions  the  male  and  female  children 
follow  respectively  the  faith  of  their  parents.  Thus  any 
apprehension  of  religion  conflict  is  fallacious. 

Not  only  is  there  no  impediment  to  the  union  of  the 
Jugoslavs,  but  the  Croats  and  Slovenes  have  manifested 
their  enthusiasm  for  this  union  by  the  greatest  sacrifices. 

The  war  which  the  Germans  and  Magyars  of  Austria- 
Hungary  are  waging  against  Serbia  and  Eussia  is  a 
fratricidal  one  for  the  Austro-Hungarian  Southern  Slavs, 
To  force  them  to  fight  their  brothers  and  kinsmen  and 
themselves  to  strengthen  the  fetters  of  their  bondage  is 
a  crime  unparalleled  in  history.  Thus  they  were  from 
the  beginning  of  the  war  anxious  to  thwart  the  diabolical 
designs   of    their    Germano-Magyar    oppressors. 

Thousands  of  young  men  who  succeeded  in  escaping 
from  Austria-Hungary,  and  other  thousands  who  flocked 
from  our  big  colonies  in  both  Americas  and  the  British 
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Overseas  Dominions,  joined  the  Serbian  Army  as  volun- 
teers, and  helped  to  win  its  magnificent  victories.  There 
are  also  Soutliern  Slavs  in  the  British  and  French  ranks. 
Tens  of  thousands  are  working  in  American,  British  and 
French  ammunition  factories.  Those  who  have  been 
by  force  enrolled  in  the  Austro-Hunf?arian  armies  sur- 
rendered  in  masses  wherever  an   opportunity   arose. 

There  are  100,000  Jugoslav  prisoners  of  war  in  Russia. 
It  was  the  Southern  Slav  Committee  which  took  the 
initiative  in  forming  volunteer  contingents  of  them.  At 
our  appeal  our  heroes  rushed  from  all  parts  of  the  vast 
Russian  Empire  to  perform  their  sacred  duty. 

Enthusiasticallj^  thej^  offered  their  young  lives  to  a 
noble  cause.  This  cause  was  to  crush  their  gaolers,  the 
Germans  and  Magyars,  to  destroy  their  prison,  Austria- 
Hungary,  to  free  themselves,  and  to  establish,  with 
Serbia,  an  independent  State  embracing  the  whole  Jugo- 
slav race. 

The  Jugoslav  volunteers  who  entered  Roumania  and 
those  who,  from  every  possible  part,  hasten  to  Salonica 
to  swell  the  number  of  the  Serbian  fighters  are  all  pre- 
pared to  shed  their  blood  with  their  brothers,  with  a 
common  enthusiasm  for  their  common  fatherland,  for 
their  common  national  ideals. 

And  here  it  is  well  to  remember  that  every  Slav  who 
has  had  the  misfortune  to  be  born  an  Austrian  subject 
does  not  merely  run  the  ordiaary  risks  of  war  in  joining 
these  regiments.  A  horrible  and  ignominious  death 
awaits  him  if  he  should  be  taken  prisoner,  and  the  fact 
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that  in  spite  of  all  that  these  men  have  already  faced, 
and  may  yet  be  called  upon  to  face,  they  have  neverthe- 
less volunteered  in  their  thousands,  is  proof  of  their 
unfeigned  enthusiasm  for  the  Union  with  Serbia. 

Alas!  according  to  a  report  of  the  Odessa  newspaper 
Listok,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  first  of  the  Jugoslav 
divisions  have  perished  already  on  the  shores  of  the  Black 
Sea,  in  the  Dobruca  battles.  "  On  September  17th,"  we 
read  in  this  paper,  "  the  Bulgars  carried  out  more  than 
ten  desperate  attacks.  Under  their  terrible  pressure  the 
right  wing  of  the  Serbians  was  obliged  to  give  way. 
The  Germano-Bulgar  forces  seized  this  opportunity  to 
make  an  encircling  movement  behind  the  Serbs.  The 
guns  were  silent  and  a  fierce  hand-to-band  bayonet  en- 
counter began.  When  the  sanguinary  struggle  had 
lasted  for  three  hours  and  reached  the  height  of  fury, 
the  German  cavalry  appeared  and  by  terrific  onslaughts 
crushed  the  greater  part  of  the  Jugoslav  division.  Only 
a  small  number  succeeded  in  escaping.  Their  casualties 
amounted  to  fifteen  thousand  men  and  all  their  officers." 

After  these  tremendous  sacrifices,  can  we  still  doubt 
whether  the  Jugoslavs  really  wish  to  join  Serbia? 

An  *'  independent "  Kingdom  of  Croatia  would  be  a 
second  Albania,  a  great  disaster  for  the  Jugoslavs,  and 
a  danger  to  European  peace.  The  two  little  kingdoms 
of  Croatia  and  Serbia  would  necessarily  become  the  prey 
of  rival  European  powers.  Their  independence  would  be 
a  pure  mockery.  The  Allies  will  win  the  war.  Yes. 
But  if  Croatia  is  set  apart  from  Serbia,  that  would  in 
fact  mean  Germany's  triumph  and  victory,  because  there 
would  then  be  no  barrier  against  the  Germans  in  their 
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rusli  to  Salonica,  Constantinople  and  Trieste,  to  the 
Adriatic,  the  Aegean  and  the  Black  Sea — no  obstacle  to 
their  Pangerman  scheme  of  world  power. 

Only  our  greatest  enemies  can  advocate  the  separation 
of  Croatia  and  Serbia.  As  to  the  Croats  and  Slovenes 
themselves,  they  have  throughout  their  history,  and 
especially  during  this  war,  by  enormous  sacrifices,  mani- 
fested their  enthusiasm  for  this  union. 


The  "  Knock-out "  for  Germany. 

Jugoslav  unification  assumes  the  deliverance  of  Serbia 
and  the  collapse  of  Austria-Hungary.  Fortunately  for 
us,  these  are  also  the  conditions  of  a  true  victory  of  the 
Allies  and  a  safe  future  for  Europe.  It  becomes  more 
and  more  obvious  that  the  war  will  be  decided  where  it 
began  :  in  the  Balkans.  Germany  has  at  present  almost 
accomplished  her  chief  aim  in  this  war :  the  establish- 
ment of  communication  from  the  Baltic  to  the  Persian 
Gulf.  Naumann's  "  Central  Europe  "  is  realised  in  its 
principal  points.  Germany  controls  not  only  Austria- 
Hungary  and  the  Balkans,  but  through  Turkey  the  Near 
East,  and  the  control  of  these  immense  territories  is  a 
basis  for  her  world  domination.  It  is  natural  that  Ger- 
many will  most  fiercely  .and  with  all  her  strength  defend 
her  present  position  in  the  Balkans.  Should  she  have 
difficulties  anywhere  she  will  certainly  not  hesitate  to 
give  up  all  she  has  gained  in  the  West  and   the   East 
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rather  than  let  the  Balkans  go.  As  long  as  she  is  there 
she  holds  Austria-Hungary  and  the  Adriatic.  Even  if 
defeated  on  all  other  fronts,  she  would  remain  the  true 
victor,  being  enabled,  in  another  war,  to  re-conquer  what 
she  would  have  given  up  in  the  West  and  East  and  to 
take  what  she  covets  besides. 

The  importance  of  the  Balkan  front  is  therefore  capital 
also  for  the  Allies.  There  German}*  must  be  beaten,  and 
only  if  beaten  there  will  she  be  really  crushed.  Then 
the  Central  Powers  will  be  cut  off  from  the  Orient,  the 
Straits  opened,  the  blockade  of  Eussia  broken,  and  the 
Balkan  Allied  forces  could  join  the  Eussians  and 
Eoumanians.  It  would  mean  the  collapse  of  Austria- 
Hungary,  and  would  be,  as  Mr.  Lloyd  George  said,  th» 
"  knock  out  "  of  Germany. 


Jugoslavia. 

Only  an  integral  victory  oan  bring  to  the  Jugoslavs 
their  deliverance  and  union,  and  to  the  world  lasting 
peace  and  freedom.  Thanks  to  Great  Britain  and 
France,  a  part  of  the  heroic  Serbian  Army  was  saved 
from  the  Albanian  disaster.  Eestored  and  reconstituted, 
it  is  burning  to  drive  the  enemy  out  of  its  native  country, 
and  to  deliver  its  brothers  from  the  foreign  yoke.  With 
all  their  strength  and  with  all  their  soul  the  Allies 
ought  to  help  it  to  achieve  its  glorious  task,  to  create 
Jugoslavia,   not  only   in  honour  of   a  promise  made   by 
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them  when  they  entered  the  lists,  but  principally  in  order 
to  safeguard  civilisation  against  its  negation,  Panger- 
manisni.  An  independent  Czecho-Slovakia  and  autono- 
mous Poland  will  be  the  first  line  of  defence  against  its 
attacks,  and  Jugoslavia  will  be  the  second.  The  more 
complete  the  State  of  Jugoslavia,  the  more  efficient  will 
be  her  resistance. 

If,  out  of  regard  for  a  mistaken  diplomacy,  the  Powers 
should  insist  on  tearing  off  a  limb  of  our  national  body, 
we  will  struggle  until  our  national  ideal  is  fulfilled. 
The  mysterious  forces  of  the  nation  longing  for  union, 
which  for  a  thousand  years  have  never  really  slept,  will 
no  more  ceiase  working  than  a  river  will  cease  to  flow. 


Our  common  foe  is  the  Teuton. 

In  time  past  it  has  been  the  mission  of  our  race  to 
serve  the  West  as  a  rampart,  notably  against  the  Turk. 
It  fulfilled  its  task  at  the  price  of  its  independence. 
Destiny  has  called  it  to  a  second  and  not  less  glorious 
mission,  to  mount  guard  against  the  enemies  of  the 
human  race,  who  would  reduce  it  to  slavery  and  submerge 
civilisation. 

The  moral  foundations  of  mankind  are  profoundly 
disturbed  and  threatened  for  the  future.  The  Teuton 
wishes  to  impose  his  "  organisation  "  on  the  whole  world. 
This  organisation  is  the  negation  of  individual  liberty, 
the  domination  of  Might  over  Right.  As  the  result  of 
this  war,  Right  must  definitely  be  enthroned  over  Might 
and  brute  Eorce. 
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A  "  patched-up  "  peace  would  be  the  death  sentence 
to  the  small  nations,  who  have  also  a  right  to  life,  to 
freedom,  to  happiness.  It  would  be  only  a  truce  for  the 
world.  All  the  tremendous  sacrifices  would  have  been 
nuade  in  vain.  A  new  struggle,  even  more  horrible  than 
the  present,  would  rise  again. 

Therefore  we  must  win  a  complete  victory.  Only  then 
can  we  all,  both  small  and  great  nations,  expect  our 
common  deliverance.  We  shall  win,  because  we  will  and 
must  win.     Otherwise  humanity  would  perish. 

This  victory  will  mark  a  new  era  in  human  history, 
and  on  the  horizon  of  the  new  Europe  which  will  arise 
from  it  we  descry  the  dawn  of  the  national  resur- 
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